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1. Name of Property
historic name

Stickney Summer House/Bowers Harbor Inn

other names/site number

Stickney, Charles F. and Genevive W., Summer House (We-Gwa-Se-Min Ranch)

2. Location
street & number 13512 Peninsula Drive

not for publication

city or town

vicinity

state

Peninsula Township

Michigan

code

MI

county

Grand Traverse

code

055

zip code 49686

3. State/Federal Agency Certification
As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended,
I hereby certify that this X nomination _ request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for
registering properties in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements
set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.
In my opinion, the property X_ meets _ does not meet the National Register Criteria. I recommend that this property
be considered significant at the following level(s) of significance:
national

statewide

X local

Signature of certifying official

____________________________________
Date

MI SHPO
Title

State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government

_____________________________________

In my opinion, the property

meets

does not meet the National Register criteria.

____________________________________
Date

Signature of commenting official
___________________

_________
State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government

Title

4. National Park Service Certification
I, hereby, certify that this property is:
entered in the National Register

determined eligible for the National Register

determined not eligible for the National Register

removed from the National Register

other (explain:)

________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________
Signature of the Keeper

Date of Action
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5. Classification
Ownership of Property

Category of Property

Number of Resources within Property

(Check as many boxes as apply)

(Check only one box)

(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

X private
public - Local
public - State
public - Federal

X

building(s)
district
site
structure

Contributing
1

Noncontributing
2

1

object

object

1

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing)

buildings
district
site
structure

3

Total

Number of contributing resources previously
listed in the National Register

N/A

0

6. Function or Use
Historic Functions

Current Functions

(Enter categories from instructions)

(Enter categories from instructions)

DOMESTIC/single dwelling

COMMERCE/TRADE/restaurant

7. Description
Architectural Classification

Materials

(Enter categories from instructions)

(Enter categories from instructions)

Bungalow/Craftsman

foundation:
walls:

Stone

Weatherboard
Shingle

roof:

Asphalt

other:
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Narrative Description
(Describe the historic and current physical appearance of the property. Explain contributing and noncontributing resources
if necessary. Begin with a summary paragraph that briefly describes the general characteristics of the property, such as
its location, setting, size, and significant features.)
Summary Paragraph
The Stickney Summer House is a large, two-story frame house of idiosyncratic design that sits on a rise overlooking
Bowers Harbor in the West Arm of the Grand Traverse Bay of Lake Michigan. The approximately ten-acre parcel is
located on Peninsula Drive approximately eleven miles north of Traverse City on the west shore of the Old Mission
Peninsula. The house and property have good integrity and maintain their historic relationship to Peninsula Drive and the
lake shore. The house has had some additions at the rear and windows replaced to accommodate the Bowers Harbor Inn
restaurant that has been in the building since 1959; however, the additions are small and the original window opening
sizes have been retained. Mature white pines fill the front yard between the house and road and the land to the north and
east is newly planted with fruit trees and vineyards. Newer houses constructed on the adjacent property to the north, south
and east are far enough away that the historic setting and feeling of the house are not altered. The house is an example
of what has been called “Storybook Style,” a design combining a number of architectural features into a fanciful whole. It
has wide weatherboard siding at the first floor and vertical board and batten siding with asymmetrical chisel-pattern ends at
the second floor. There are exposed rafter tails along the shallow pitched, asphalt shingled, hipped roof. A tall wooden
spire projects from the center of the roof above the entrance. The ends of the house are anchored by massive stone
chimneys.
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Narrative Description
The Stickney Summer House/Bowers Harbor Inn creates a wooded oasis on Peninsula Drive. The ten-acre property is
surrounded by newer development. Large houses on sizable lots are located to the north and south facing Peninsula
Drive. Hedeen Drive bounds the east edge of the property and has a subdivision of newer houses on the east side of the
street. The Stickney Summer House is situated about 180 feet back from Peninsula Drive at the top center of a long
curved driveway that enters the property. A portion of the south end of the asphalt paved driveway is lined with a dry-laid
rubble stone wall. The sloping front yard between the driveway and the road has numerous mature white pine trees, which
creates a wooded setting for the house. There is a woodchip covered pathway with a few stairs in the center leading from
the house to the road. On the west side of Peninsula Drive the property is comprised of a grass and sand beach area
along Lake Michigan. A one-and-a-half-story reception hall and microbrewery (2008) are located to the east of the main
house. The buildings are separated by a concrete patio with a wood pergola. There is a large grass lawn to the south and
east of the house and reception hall that has fruit trees and rectangular herb gardens near the east edge. The south edge
of the lawn is separated from a gravel parking area by tall plants. A metal pole barn (1970) is located at the southwest
corner of the gravel area. The main driveway accesses an asphalt parking lot on the north side of the house that runs to
the east side of the property. To the north of the parking area is a large vineyard.
House
Designed by Bentley-Worthen Architects and constructed in 1929, the Stickney Summer House is comprised of three
components – the main house on the west, the former house or carriage house to the east (unknown date), and an
addition combining the two separate structures into one. The second floor of this connector addition was constructed for
the Stickneys as an enclosed walkway and was called the “catwalk” by local residents. During 1978 the rear structure was
converted to a second restaurant and a first floor constructed beneath the catwalk connector to contain a commercial
kitchen. For description purposes the former rear building and connectors as a whole will be referred to as the rear ell.
The main front section of the house faces west to the lake and is approximately one hundred feet long by twenty-five feet
wide at the south end and twenty-one feet wide at the north end. The addition is attached to the rear (east) elevation near
the north end and the entire rear ell extends about eighty feet eastward. At the east end of the rear ell a section of the
building that is approximately twenty-two by twenty-six feet runs northwest at a forty-five degree angle. Overall the
footprint has a general T-shape.
A concrete terrace runs along the entire front of the house. Just below the terrace there is a wood deck with wood railings
in the north half. A wood eight-sided gazebo (1981) is located at the north end of the deck. The façade of the house
features a recessed central bay that contains the front door. Adjacent to the north, a deep shallow shed-roof porch
supported by tall thin columns fronts the house. Exposed rafters line the underside of the roof. At the first floor there is a
three-sided projecting bay window with a single multi-light window on both sides. The second floor has a wood balcony
supported by carved triangular brackets and a simple wood railing. The balcony is accessed by a set of multi-light french
doors. There are single multi-light windows on both sides that align with the first floor windows. The entrance is located at
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the south end of the center bay. It has a lower roof line. The heavy wood front door has an arched top, iron strap hinges,
and an arched light in the upper half. It is surrounded by two rows of fifteen wood-framed glass lights. Above the door at
the second floor there is a small balcony, with a wrought iron railing, that is accessed by a set of french doors. The doors
have multi-paned leaded glass with a stained glass floral design in the center of each one. A tall wood and metal spire
capped with a rooster weathervane sits on the roof above the entrance.
The three-bay wide section of the façade south of the entrance sits forward of the recessed center bay and has a central
three-sided bay window with a single tall window with wood trim and projecting hoods on the side. A shallow eave with
exposed rafter tails caps the first floor. The second floor wall gives the appearance of being a wall dormer and the main
roof extends to the first floor at both ends. There are three sets of mult-light casement windows with arched wood trim at
the top. The windows have short decorative shutters with a panel design.
The bay north of the center of the house projects and has a two-story porch with a shallow hip roof supported by thin wood
posts. A simple wood railing surrounds the second floor porch, which is accessed by a pair of multi-light french doors. At
the first floor there is a large multi-light picture window filling most of the bay. The northernmost bay of the house is
recessed and has a casement window at the first floor. The second floor has a multi-light casement window. In this
section the vertical board and batten siding with the chisel-pattern ends is limited to the area along the roofline above the
second floor window.
The north wall of the main house has three, two-sided bay windows at the first floor which are made of two windows at
forty-five degree angles to the main wall and are capped by small roofs. The second floor does not have any openings
and is clad in wide weatherboard siding. The roof line features deep eaves with exposed rafter tails and there is a stone
chimney about ten feet in from the end. The original rendering of the house shows this section as an open two-story porch
with the chimney at the end of the house. The porches were enclosed in the late 1960s to create additional restaurant
seating on the first floor.
A terrace, floored in irregular stone slabs, extends from the south end of the house. It is surrounded by a tall concrete wall
with ramped outer faces and a cap that slants downward toward the outside. The cap is faced in square glazed ceramic
tiles in a variety of colors, and more of them spaced at regular intervals enliven the wall’s outer face just below the cap.
More of the same tiles decorate the wall’s inner faces in a random pattern from top to bottom. This feature shows in the
architects’ presentation drawing of the house’s front and may have been intended as an intimate outdoor dining space
protected from the wind.
The south elevation of the house adjacent to the terrace is dominated by a massive fieldstone and brick end chimney. The
rubble fieldstone is in various shades of gray, brown and pink, and there are irregular segments of red brick in courses
slanting in different directions scattered throughout. A pair of multi-light french doors with a transom flank each side of the
chimney at the first floor. The upper part of the chimney stack is set back from the lower at the base of the second-floor
level. The slanting transition is faced in more of the ceramic tiles in a variety of hues. At the second floor an oriel window
protrudes from the center of the chimney. The center sash has a floral stained glass design surrounded by leaded glass.
The side sashes are of leaded glass. The oriel window is capped by a tall curved roof that is covered in more ceramic tile
below a stone lion head projecting from the chimney. A single solid door on the east side of the chimney at the second
floor leads to a metal spiral staircase leading down to the terrace – presumably a restaurant-era addition. The vertical
board and batten siding does not have the chisel-pattern ends on this elevation.
The east (rear) elevation of the main house is two stories tall. The first floor does not have any openings, and there are a
concrete block chimney and a number of metal ducts and vents that all have been painted to match the siding. The
second floor has four pairs of multi-paned casement windows and is capped by a deep roof eave with exposed rafter tails.
Opposite the entrance bay, where the rear ell intersects, there is a square one-story addition that wraps around a round
two-story stair tower and has a hip roof. The addition has a solid entry door and metal stair and two high rectangular
windows. The second floor of the stair tower has a set of three small square windows in the center and is capped with a
conical roof. The vertical board and batten siding does not have the chisel-pattern ends around the tower.
Rear Ell Section of House
The rear ell is two stories tall and faced in wide weatherboard siding. It contains two sections. At the west end, near the
main house, an enclosed connector at the second-story level, called the “catwalk,” connected the front part of the house
with what was a separate building (now the rest of the rear ell) prior to the establishment of the restaurant. The catwalk
connector has an undulating gable roof marking the location of a half-flight-of-stairs transition between second-floor levels
in the two buildings. In the previously open space beneath and extending north of the catwalk, a kitchen was constructed
in 1978. A one-story freezer and cooler addition, projecting from the south side, reportedly dates from 1975 (overgrown
shrubs conceal the freezer/cooler from view).
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The rear ell’s main or central part extends straight back (east) from the main house, then makes a forty-five-degree angle
to the northeast. This entire building’s footprint shows in the upper left corner of the Bentley-Worthen presentation drawing
of the front, but whether it was an older building, as has been stated, or was built at the same time as the main house, or
whether it was an older building expanded in 1929, is unclear due to lack of any other kind of documentation. The eastwest part has a hip roof with projecting eaves on the south side displaying exposed rafter ends, while the northeast section
has a jerkinhead roof with eaves that barely extend beyond the wall plane, also with exposed rafter ends. An enclosed
shed-roof one-story extension along the building’s south side and around part of the east is thought to be a formerly open
porch that was enclosed in the later 1970s when this building was renovated into a bar and restaurant called The Bowery.
Small one-story bar/restaurant extensions added along the rear ell’s north and northwest side are somewhat masked from
the main parking lot to the north by shrubs and several large conifers. The northwest side of the angled section and the
north wall of the rear ell have a steep roof that extends to the first floor. At the roof intersection there is a shed roof dormer
that is connected and extends into both roofs. The dormers are clad in wide weatherboard siding and each has a pair of
one-over-one double-hung windows below an eave with exposed rafter ends. The northwest side of the angled section
contains a recessed entry behind two tapered pillars, reached via a curving walk from the nearby parking lot. The single
wood entry door has stained glass sidelights and a transom whose glass design spells “BOWERY.” A set of four narrow
casement windows are located next to the door. Large vents and mechanical equipment sit on the roof. The west section
of the rear ell closest to the house is surrounded by a solid wood board fence concealing walk-in coolers and mechanical
equipment.
Interior of House
The interior of the house continues the exterior’s Arts and Crafts feel and has dark stained wood floors and wood trim
throughout. The front door enters the stair hall which has a polished flagstone floor and features a two-story curved
staircase with a wrought iron railing. Arched openings containing arched double-leaf wood doors on the north and south
sides of the stair hall access two dining rooms. The south room is sunken and has two ceramic tile covered steps down to
the polished flagstone floor. The ceiling has wood cross beams and the walls are plaster. The south end of the room has
a massive stone fireplace with a rustic beam mantel and flagstone hearth. The dining room to the north of the main entry
hall is broken into three sections, with the southern two sections having wood cross beam ceilings. A wood bar is located
on the east wall of the southern room. The center room has a brick fireplace with a rustic beam mantel and tile hearth on
the north wall. The architects’ framed perspective drawing of the house’s front is placed above the fireplace. The
northernmost room is the smallest and has built-in booths on the north wall. The smooth round stone back of the fireplace
is exposed because this area was originally an exterior porch that was enclosed in the late 1960s.
The second floor of the main house has plastered walls and ceilings. The front of the stair hall contains the leaded- and
stained-glass french doors above the entrance. A large former bedroom is located south of the stair hall, above the south
dining room. Textured plaster and wood trim have been added to the top half of the walls and ceiling. The south end of
the room has a bay window with stained- and leaded-glass and a small fireplace with a tile hearth, surround and mantel.
The rear of the stair hall accesses the rear ell of the building and a wide hall that continues to the north leading to two
former bedrooms. The northernmost room spans the north end of the house and has a stone fireplace with a wood
surround and mantel. Decorative wood trim has recently been added to the walls of the room. A small bedroom on the
east side of the hall now being used as an office has plastered walls and ceiling and a small tan brick fireplace on the east
wall.
Rear Ell Interior
The rear ell has commercial kitchen and storage spaces on the first floor of the west section. The second floor contains
the catwalk, a hallway and steps that connect to the east end of the rear ell. The catwalk retains plastered walls and
ceilings, narrow board floors, simple wood door and window trim, and vertical plank doors that likely were part of the
original construction. The catwalk does not show in the Bentley-Worthen presentation drawing, but was built either as part
of the 1929 project or soon afterwords. The rear ell’s east end forms The Bowery, an open, informal, woody two-story
bar/restaurant space with a balcony around two sides. It was created in this space, previously unused since Bowers
Harbor Inn was opened in 1959, in 1978 at the same time the new kitchen was added near the catwalk. The balcony has
hardwood floors, plaster walls and an acoustical tile ceiling with rustic wood beams and columns. The first floor is finished
with a combination of hardwood and stained concrete floors with rustic wood walls, posts, beams, and ceilings, giving a
barn-like appearance. There is a massive yellow/orange brick fireplace on the west wall, and a large bar on the east wall.
The north end of the ell contains the entrance and modern restrooms.
Reception Hall and Microbrewery, 2008 (Non-contributing)
To the east of the rear ell a seventy by one-hundred foot, one-and-a-half story building houses a reception hall and
micobrewery. There is a concrete patio and wood pergola between the east wall of the rear ell and the west wall of the
reception hall that wraps around to the north side of the new building. The patio is surrounded by a stone wall. The
building has clapboard siding broken up into sections by flat trim and a gable roof with a rectangular monitor over each of
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the two building sections. The west elevation has a set of four doors in the center with large windows on both sides. A
stone outdoor fireplace is located on the southwest corner of the building. The south elevation has large windows in the
west (reception hall) section and no openings in the east (microbrewery) section. The east elevation has three rectangular
openings in the center. The north elevation has large windows and a set of double doors under a gable porch roof in the
west half. The east half has a large overhead garage door, a pedestrian door and three large windows at the first floor with
three clerestory windows above. This complex stands mostly behind the house and is inconspicuous for restaurant guests
driving up to the house’s front.
Gazebo, 1981 (Non-contributing)
An eight-sided, pyramidal roof gazebo is located at the north end of the wood deck in front of the house to serve as an
outdoor bar. The walls have vertical siding with the longer sides having wood counters and an opening in the upper half.
A square fence structure sits on top of the roof.
Pole Barn, 1970 (Non-contributing)
Located southeast of the main house is a one-story pole barn with a thirty-two by forty-foot rectangular footprint. The walls
are covered with vertical metal siding and there is a metal roof. The west elevation has rectangular windows, the north
elevation has a window and a pedestrian door. The east elevation has a large overhead garage door and a pedestrian
door.
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8. Statement of Significance
Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing)

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

Architecture
X

X

A

Property is associated with events that have made a
significant contribution to the broad patterns of our
history.

B

Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

C

Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses high
artistic values, or represents a significant
and distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

D

Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information
important in prehistory or history.

Entertainment/Recreation

Period of Significance
1929-1959

Significant Dates
1929
1959

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply)

Property is:

A

owed by a religious institution or used for religious
purposes.

B

removed from its original location.

C

a birthplace or grave.

D

a cemetery.

E

a reconstructed building, object, or structure.

F

a commemorative property.

G

less than 50 years old or achieving significance
within the past 50 years.

Significant Person
(Complete only if Criterion B is marked above)

N/A

Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Architect/Builder
Bentley-Worthen Architects

Period of Significance (justification)
Date of construction in 1929 to fifty-year cutoff at conversion to a restaurant.
Criteria Consideratons (explanation, if necessary)
N/A
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Statement of Significance Summary Paragraph (provide a summary paragraph that includes level of signficance and
applicable criteria)
The Stickney Summer House/Bowers Harbor Inn is significant at the local, Grand Traverse region level under national
register criterion A for its associations with the long history of this northern part of the West Michigan shoreline as a
summer resort and tourism destination going back to the 1870s. One aspect of this history is the development of summer
houses and estates by the wealthy from Midwestern cities in this region in the early twentieth century. This is the prime
example of that trend on the Old Mission Peninsula. The second significant aspect of this history is the house’s function
since 1959 as a restaurant that, established here in the first place because of the extensive community of “summer
people” in this resort area that would support an upscale dining experience, continues to serve the summer people (along
with the area’s growing permanent population) today. It is also historically significant under criterion C as a highly
idiosyncratic design of Arts-and-Crafts-inspired and “Storybook” architecture and the only thus far identified Michigan
product of the short-lived Bentley-Worthen architecture firm of St. Paul, Minnesota, or of its architects. The period of
significance is 1929 when the main house was constructed until the fifty-year cutoff following conversion to a restaurant.
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Narrative Statement of Significance (provide at least one paragraph for each area of significance)
According to local tradition We-Gwa-Se-Min-Farm was a typical Old Mission Peninsula farm as early as the 1880s. In
1920 Genevive (“Jennie”) W. Stickney acquired the property as a summer residence for her and her husband Charles.
The Stickneys continued the farming use of the property and produced preserves, jams and jellies for sale. The farm had
one of the larger orchards on the peninsula (Eckert, 2).
Charles Francis Stickney was born June 14, 1868, in Groveland, Massachusetts. His mother was Julia G. Noyes and his
father was Charles Stickney, both natives of Massachusetts. His mother was a writer and is listed in the 1899-1900 Who’s
Who in America as the author of “Poems on Lake Winnepesaukee” and “One Hundred Sonnets” as well as a contributor to
newspapers and magazines. Charles F. had one brother, Frederick W., and three sisters, Jennie, Julia, and Josephine.
His three sisters remained in Massachusetts and outlived Charles as they are mentioned in his obituary. Charles F. and
Jennie E. Worthen were married in New Hampshire on June 29, 1891. Genevive E. Worthen Stickney was born in New
Hampshire on May 16, 1863, and lived in St. Paul, Minnesota, before moving to Chicago. Her parents were George W.
and Eveline (Dustin) Worthen.
By 1900 the Stickneys lived in Chicago. The 1900 Census lists them as boarders at the Lexington Hotel on Michigan
Avenue. Charles F. Stickney is listed in the census as a solicitor even though some newspaper accounts state that he
made his fortune in the steel and lumber industries (Edwards, 8). The 1900 Chicago City Directory lists Charles as a
solicitor with his office 169 Jackson Boulevard. The Stickneys do not appear in the 1910 census or city directory, or in
later census records.
It is not known when the Stickneys began traveling to the Traverse City area, but likely they were among the many
Chicagoans who took advantage of the Pere Marquette Railway’s summer trains that ran from Chicago to Petoskey with
stops along the West Michigan coast. In 1928 the Stickneys hired Mrs. Stickney’s nephew, Kenneth B. Worthen of
Bentley-Worthen Architects, St. Paul, Minnesota, to design a new summer residence for the property. The property was
named We-Gwa-Se-Min Ranch and designed in Worthen’s Arts-and-Crafts inspired, idiosyncratic Storybook Style.
Percy Dwight Bentley (1885-1968) and Kenneth Betcher Worthen (1899-1947) only practiced architecture together for one
year during 1928-29. It was during this time that the Stickneys’ home was designed. The Improvement Bulletin, dated
November 9, 1929, lists the Stickney house as having twenty-six rooms and being built at a cost of $175,000 (Edwards, 8).
Bentley was born in LaCrosse, Wisconsin, and studied at Ohio Wesleyan University (1907) and the Illinois Institute of
Technology, graduating in 1910. Before becoming an architect he was an accomplished pianist and played with the St.
Paul, Minnesota, orchestra. A protégé of Frank Lloyd Wright, Bentley designed many large residences in LaCrosse and
St. Paul (Edwards, 8). Some of his work from this period includes the Dr. H. H. Chase and Henry G. Wohlhuter bungalows
in LaCrosse; the Richland Center City Auditorium, Richland Center, Wisconsin (1912); and the Fugina House in Fountain
City, Wisconsin (1916), all of which are listed in the National Register of Historic Places. The AIA Guide to the Twin Cities
lists three houses that Bentley and Hausler designed in St. Paul including the Albert Wunderlich House (1915), the Frank
Thompson House (1915), and the Frank and Rosa Seifert House (1914). In 1928 Bentley designed the Freeman House
and the Sigma Alpha Epsilon Fraternity House, both in Minneapolis.
8

Stickney Summer House/Bowers Harbor Inn

Grand Traverse, MI

Name of Property

County and State

Kenneth Betcher Worthen was born in South Dakota in 1899 to William, an insurance solicitor, and Margaret Worthen.
His father died when he was small, after which Kenneth moved to St. Paul with his mother. In 1915-17 Worthen studied at
Shattuck Academy in Faribault, Minnesota, and in 1918 became a draftsman for the Great Northern Railroad. By 1920 he
was a draftsman for the Tri-State Telephone and Telegraph Company in St. Paul. Worthen began his own architectural
career in 1921. His independent career yielded over one hundred commissions, many considered among the finest period
revival designs in Minnesota (Eckert, 4). “Still barely twenty-one years old he began to create some of the city’s most
distinctive period revival homes. He was so successful that within two years he was supported by a corps of some of the
city’s finest draftsmen, Charles Elwood and Harry Firminger among them. Worthen became both specialist in and master
of period-revival design for the midsize house of 1,500 to 3,000 square feet, a position he would occupy for the duration of
his nine-year St. Paul career” (Hess, 109). Worthen’s early designs combined the English revival styles with Craftsman,
but by 1923 Worthen began to focus more on the English Cottage style. His designs are described as pictorial, “…and a
number of his 1920s houses (including his own, built in 1926 on Mississippi River Boulevard in St. Paul) are so far over the
top that they have the quality of grand hallucinations” (Millet, 10).
Worthen designed the Phi Sigma Kappa House in Minneapolis near the University of Minnesota. The AIA Guide to the
Twin Cities describes the building this way: “This house, which has a dizzyingly steep roof, looks as though it could spring
th
from its foundations and charge across 18 Ave. were it not for an end-wall chimney checking its forward momentum.
Although nominally Tudor Revival, the house’s fanciful detailing and exaggerated roof suggest the Hollywood-inspired
Storybook Style popular in the 1920s” (Millet, 135). The Linhard House in St. Paul, designed in 1928 by Worthen, is also
described as a good example of the Storybook Style and shares features with We-Gwa-Se-Min, irregular brick and
stonework and a window through the front of the chimney (Millet, 536). The AIA Guide to the Twin Cities lists a number of
other Worthen designed houses in St. Paul including the Edward Bremer House (1925) and the Kenneth Worthen House
(he designed three different houses for his own family).
Worthen worked as a solo practitioner until 1928, when he partnered with Percy Bentley in Bentley-Worthen Architects.
The AIA Guide to the Twin Cities lists no examples of the firm’s work in Minneapolis or St. Paul. By 1930, Worthen
relocated to North Hollywood, California. He died in 1947 (Eckert, 4). Bentley relocated to Eugene, Oregon, in 1935,
where he had his own practice and lived until his death in 1968. During that time he designed the Eugene Civic Stadium
(1938) and the Robert and Mabel Loomis House in Hood River, Oregon, both of which are listed in the National Register of
Historic Places. The 1962 American Architects Directory lists his retirement date as 1961.
It has been stated, though with no documentation as to the source, that what is now the Bowery or rear ell of the house
was a farmhouse or carriage house that existed on the property at the time of the Stickneys’ purchase in 1920 and is
possibly where they spent their summers until 1929 when the main house was constructed. A second-floor connector
between the buildings was probably constructed in the 1930s and was known to locals as the “catwalk” (Eckert, 2).
However, there is no clear documentation of the actual age or original use of the rear building. The footprint is shown on
the Bentley-Worthen rendering and it may have been constructed at the same time as the main house.
Mrs. Stickney died in Grand Rapids at the Pantlind Hotel in March of 1947. Mr. Stickney died two years later in Traverse
City in August 1949. Numerous newspaper articles beginning in the 1970s report that the Stickney summer house is
haunted and claim that Mr. Stickney died first and Mrs. Stickney took her own life in the house. These claims concerning
the Stickneys’ deaths are nonsense. Another story has it that Mr. Stickney had an affair and donated all of his wealth to a
caregiver, causing a jealous Mrs. Stickney to hang herself in an elevator shaft in the house. Whether or not Mr. Stickney
had an affair, Mrs. Stickney did not hang herself in an elevator shaft in the house!
In 1958 Jim and Fern Bryant purchased the property and converted the main house to a restaurant that opened in 1959.
The Bryants named the restaurant “Bowers Harbor Inn” because of its location on Bowers Harbor (Eckert, 5). Although
called an inn it was never used for paying overnight guests. The Bryants lived in the second floor of the main house and
used the first floor for their restaurant. This continued when the next owners bought the property in 1964. Audrey (“Toni”)
Scharling and her friends Bruce and Sally Jidge Towner lived with their combined eight children on the second floor of the
house while continuing to operate the restaurant downstairs. A July 1972 ad in the Traverse City Record-Eagle shows a
new dock in the lake to allow customers to arrive by boat and take moonlight boat rides on Grand Traverse Bay around
Marion Island.
In 1974 Howard A. Schelde and business partners Richard Dell Acqua, Robert Kowalewski, and Jack Stegenga,
purchased the property. Three of the four owned or managed Mr. Steak restaurants and the new menu featured steak.
The boat dock was refurbished and Dale Metternick, an interior designer from Kingman’s Furniture Store in Grand Rapids,
was hired to remodel the interior. Matternick, who graduated from Kendall College of Art and Design, was charged with
returning the building to a “home” atmosphere. During this renovation the booths were added, the rustic beam mantels
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were added to the downstairs fireplaces, the north dining room fireplace was refaced with brick, and the three bay windows
were added to the north wall. The second floor was used as a cocktail lounge for waiting diners (Cotter; Eckert, 8).
Four years later Schelde remodeled the formerly abandoned east structure and second-floor connector and constructed a
commercial kitchen at the first floor below the connector. The exterior was clad in clapboard and the former utilitarian
building was opened in the interior to create a two-story space surrounded by a balcony. The space was designed to
appear rustic. Posts, siding, and beams were salvaged from local barns. A two-story yellow-brick fireplace was
constructed of brick most likely salvaged from the Hannah Lay Department Store in Traverse City which was undergoing
renovation at the time (Eckert, 8). This newly renovated space became The Bowery, a separate casual restaurant.
In 2006 the property was purchased by Old Mission Historic Development LLC. The painted wood central stair and wood
trim was stripped and stained and the wood floors were refinished to a darker color. The building continues in use as two
restaurants, one for fine dining and one casual. A new building containing a reception hall and microbrewery with a new
patio were added in 2008 east of the existing building.
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Developmental history/additional historic context information (if appropriate)
The first non-native settlers on Old Mission Peninsula were the Reverend Peter Dougherty and the Reverend John
Fleming who came in May 1839 to establish a Presbyterian mission and school for Native Americans. Although Fleming
soon left due to the death of his wife, Dougherty with a small group of others to establish a mission and school near what
has since been called Mission Harbor. Construction of the early buildings was done with the assistance of Native
Americans already living in the area. The peninsula’s lands were gradually purchased by white settlers for farmsteads.
Bowers Harbor was named after schooner owner Captain Bowers who with his family settled the area before 1850 after
fleeing the Mormon tyranny of James Strang on Beaver Island. Other early families settling near Bowers Harbor included
Frank Kroupa, Captain Fred Johnston, Elisha Franklin and Captain Emory. Bowers Harbor was used to ship lumber and
later potatoes. Peninsula Township was organized in 1853 and was the first township organized in Grand Traverse
County.
The first inn constructed on the Old Mission Peninsula was the Hotel Hedden (now Old Mission Inn) constructed in 1867
near Mission Harbor to supply rooms and meals to travelers. The original building with twenty-five rooms was tripled in
size in 1890 and still operates as an inn. Summer cottages were added along the beach at Old Mission as Chicago area
church groups and others came seeking summer resort property.
On the north side of Bowers Harbor the Neah-ta-wanta Hotel opened in 1882 and was bought by Cleveland area
Universalists in 1890 to become part of a summer resort called Neahtawanta Point. Cottages were constructed on the
property by a number of Grand Rapids residents and the resort was so popular that in 1903 two steamers stopped twice
daily on their routes up and down the bay. The hotel building burned in 1913. In 1925 a replacement hotel called the
Sunrise Inn was constructed from a former cottage. Renamed the Neahtawanta Hotel in 1935, it still exists as a bed and
breakfast.
In addition to the resort developments at Neahtawanta and Old Mission, cottages along the coastline or near the Old
Mission townsite were built by families from different parts of Michigan and surrounding states. The design of the summer
homes reflected the vernacular interpretation of styles popular at the time and used materials found on the peninsula
(Westphal, 10). None of the other cottages have the size and presence of the Stickney summer house.
The resort and summer cottage development of Old Mission Peninsula was part of a larger regional and national trend.
The rise of a wealthy class of Americans in the 1870s led to a movement to escape the grime, heat and noise of cities and
more leisure time allowed families to spend the summers in Europe or at resorts. This trend began in the eastern United
States but quickly expanded to Michigan and other areas of the country. The opening of the Grand Rapids & Indiana
Railroad from Cincinnati to Petoskey in 1873 brought the west coast of Michigan within easy reach of many more tourists.
Previously the only access to the West Michigan shore region was by boat. Service from Chicago to West Michigan
shoreline communities began in 1856 with service to Muskegon, but gradually expanded with new routes linking more
West Michigan towns with Chicago and other ports on Lake Michigan’s west shore. The first large resort to open after the
railroad began service to the North Country was Bay View, a Methodist Chautauqua-style summer camp meeting ground
founded in 1875. Large cottage resorts soon followed in Harbor Springs, Charlevoix, and elsewhere.
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In 1894 the Chicago & West Michigan Railroad (Pere Marquette Railway) began service from Chicago to Petoskey. In
1904 they began running the resort special that ran from June to September to specifically serve the areas all along
Michigan’s Lake Michigan shore. By the 1930s there were four trains per day running from Chicago to Bay View.
Automobile travel, which began in 1908, grew rapidly in the 1910s and 1920s as roads improved, including the complete
paving of the West Michigan Pike between 1917 and 1922. These improvements brought even more Chicagoans to the
West Michigan shoreline.
”Resorters,” as the locals often called them, considered themselves to be “summer people” rather than tourists –
“residents of the community as indigenous to the locality as the native population” (Arnold, 212). Groups of cottage
owners formed resort or cottage associations to be near their friends, to control who and what could be built in the
community and later to protect against unfair local taxation. Although construction of summer cottages in Michigan began
in the last decades of the 1800s, in the 1920s even more people could afford to build or “…purchase a second home away
from the city in a scenic spot. A survey conducted by Michigan realtors in 1928 showed that in 1925, 1926 and 1927 there
was an increase of twenty to twenty-five percent annually in summer home construction in West Michigan” (Arnold, 218).
This resulted in a number of resort subdivisions being planned and started in the late 1920s. However most of them were
never finished as the Great Depression ended the widespread ability to have a summer home. By the 1960s suburban
living lessened the need to escape the city during the summer and the resort industry declined as well.
In addition to summer resorts and cottages, West Michigan became home to summer estates for wealthy families from
Detroit, Chicago and other large industrial cities. These estates were usually architect designed and often contained
working farms. The Loeb Estate just south of Charlevoix was designed by Chicago architect Arthur Heun and built
beginning in 1917 partly as an experimental farm to raise stock and showcase the farm equipment sold by Sears and
Roebuck, of which Loeb was Vice President. Heun also designed a log house for the Armours on Long Lake near
Traverse City and was known for his designs of country houses. Although not as grand as the Loeb Estate, the Stickney
Summer House represents this trend on Old Mission Peninsula. The architect-designed summer house and continued
fruit farming on the property was a scaled down version of the summer estates of wealthier families.
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Verbal Boundary Description (describe the boundaries of the property)
The property is comprised of six adjacent parcels that are described as:
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PARCEL 1
That part of Government Lot One, Section 28, Town 29 North, Range 10 West described as: Commencing at the Southeast corner of Lot One; thence
North 01º18’West (assumed) along quarter line, 1374.50 feet: thence West along eighth line, 1210.39 feet to the shore of Grand Traverse Bay; thence
South 03º02’ East, 106.00 feet; thence South 24º25’ East, 139.75 feet to the Point of Beginning; thence East, 524.40 feet; thence South 02º10’ East,
512.80 feet; thence West, 354.37 feet; thence North 27º20’ West, 200.57 feet; thence North 20º01’ West, 206.68 feet; thence North, 13º05’ West,
143.74 feet to the Point of Beginning, together with all lands, if any, lying between the above described parcel and the shore of Grand Traverse Bay.
(PARCEL 1-1)
That part of Government Lot One, Section 28, Town 29 North, Range 10 West described as: Commencing at the Southeast corner of Lot One; thence
North 01º18’West (assumed) along quarter line, 1374.50 feet; thence West along eighth line, 1210.39 feet to the shore of Grand Traverse Bay; thence
South 03º02’ East, 106.00 feet; thence South 24º25’ East, 139.75 feet; thence East, 524.40 feet to the Point of Beginning; thence East, 80.06 feet;
thence South 02º10’ East, 512.80 feet; thence West, 80.06 feet; thence North 02º10’ West, 512.80 feet to the Point of Beginning.
(PARCEL 1-2)
Part of the West ½ of Section 28, Town 29 North, Range 10 West, more fully described as: Commencing at the South ¼ corner of said Section 28;
thence North 00º05’23” West, 2671.24 feet, (previously recorded as North 00º09’10” West) along the North and South ¼ line of said Section 28; thence
North 00º20’44” East, 1373.51 feet along said North and South ¼ line; thence North 88º25’18” West, 470.44 feet along the North 1/8 line of said Section
28; thence South 01º17’08” East, 233.19 feet to the Point of Beginning; thence North 88º25’18” West, 83.59 feet, parallel with said North 1/8 line;
thence South 01º17’07” East, 512.85 feet, (previously recorded as South 02º10’ East, 512.80 feet); thence South 88º29’38” East, 140.00 feet; thence
North 05º43’29” West, 516.22 feet; thence North 88º25’18” West, 16.41 feet, parallel with said North 1/8 line to the Point of Beginning.
PARCEL 2
Part of Government Lot One, Section 28, Town 29 North, Range 10 West, more fully described as: Commencing at the South quarter corner of said
Section 28; thence North 01º18’ West, 4082.48 feet, along the North and south quarter line of said Section 28; thence West, 770.44 feet, along the
North one-eighth line of said Section 28 to the Point of Beginning; thence West, 125.00 feet, along said North one-eighth line; thence South 02º58’57”
East, 233.17 feet; thence South 89º59’39” East, 125.00 feet; thence North 02º58’59” West, 233.13 feet to the Point of Beginning.
Subject to the right of way of Devil’s Dive Road.
PARCEL 3
Part of Government Lot One, Section 28, Town 29 North, Range 10 West, more fully described as: Commencing at the South quarter corner of said
Section 28; thence North 01º18’ West, 4082.48 feet, along the North and south quarter line of said Section 28; thence West, 620.44 feet, along the
North one-eighth line of said Section 28 to the Point of Beginning; thence West 150.00 feet, along said North one-eighth line; thence South 02º58’57”
East, 233.18 feet; thence South 89º59’39” East, 149.75 feet; thence North 02º55’15” West, 233.19 feet to the Point of Beginning.
Subject to the right of way of Devil’s Dive Road.
PARCEL 4 (Corrected)
Part of the Southeast ¼ of the Northwest ¼ of Section 28, Town 29 North, Range 10 West, more fully described as: Commencing at the South ¼
corner of said Section 28; thence North 00º03’52” West, 2707.22 feet, (previously recorded as North 01º18’ West), along the North and South quarter ¼
line of said Section 28; thence North 00º18’ EAST (West), 1373.51 feet, along said North and South ¼ line; thence North 88º25’18” West, 483.26 feet,
)previously recorded as West) along the North 1/8 line of said Section 28 to the Point of Beginning; thence North 88º25’18” West, 137.22 feet, along
said North 1/8 line; thence South 01º20’44” East, 233.10 feet, (previously recorded as South 02º55’15” East, 233.19 feet); thence South 88º25’18” East,
166.17 feet, parallel with the North 1/8 line; thence Northwesterly, 170.26 feet, along the arc of a 1335.74 foot radius curve to the right, the long chord of
which bears North 02º04’24” West, 170.14 feet; thence Northwesterly, 47.12 feet, along the arc of a 30.00 foot radius curve to the left, the long chord of
which bears North 43º25’18” West, 42.43 feet; thence North 01º34’42” East, 33.00 feet to the Point of Beginning.
Subject to the right of way of Devil’s Dive Road.

Boundary Justification (explain why the boundaries were selected)
The property is comprised of six adjacent parcels that make up the remaining land associated with the residence and former farm of Charles and
Genevive Stickney.
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Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:
•

Maps: A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.
A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. Key all
photographs to this map.

•

Continuation Sheets

•

Additional items: (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Photographs:
Submit clear and descriptive photographs. The size of each image must be 1600x1200 pixels at 300 ppi (pixels per inch)
or larger. Key all photographs to the sketch map.
Name of Property:

Stickney, Charles F. and Genevive W. Summer House

City or Vicinity:

Peninsula Township

County:

Grand Traverse

State: MI

Photographer: Kristine M. Kidorf
Date Photographed: October 10, 2010
Description of Photograph(s) and number: West elevation of the house and front yard looking southeast
MI_Grand Traverse County_Stickney Summer House_0001 of 25.
Description of Photograph(s) and number: Looking east to property from road
MI_Grand Traverse County_Stickney Summer House_0002 of 25.
Description of Photograph(s) and number: West elevation of the house and front yard looking east
MI_Grand Traverse County_Stickney Summer House_0003 of 25.
Description of Photograph(s) and number: West and south elevations of the house and yard looking northeast
MI_Grand Traverse County_Stickney Summer House_0004 of 25.
Description of Photograph(s) and number: South elevation of the house looking north
MI_Grand Traverse County_Stickney Summer House_0005 of 25.
Description of Photograph(s) and number: Detail of south and east elevations of the house looking north
MI_Grand Traverse County_Stickney Summer House_0006 of 25.
Description of Photograph(s) and number: Detail of the rear stair tower of the house looking north
MI_Grand Traverse County_Stickney Summer House_0007 of 25.
Description of Photograph(s) and number: South elevation of rear ell of the house and reception hall pergola looking
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northwes
MI_Grand Traverse County_Stickney Summer House_0008 of 25.
Description of Photograph(s) and number: North and east elevations of rear ell of the house looking southwest
MI_Grand Traverse County_Stickney Summer House_0009 of 25.
Description of Photograph(s) and number: North elevation of rear ell of the house looking south
MI_Grand Traverse County_Stickney Summer House_0010 of 25.
Description of Photograph(s) and number: North elevation of the house and the gazebo looking south
MI_Grand Traverse County_Stickney Summer House_00011 of 25.
Description of Photograph(s) and number: Main stair looking east from the first floor to the second floor
MI_Grand Traverse County_Stickney Summer House_0012 of 25.
Description of Photograph(s) and number: Fireplace in the south dining room looking south
MI_Grand Traverse County_Stickney Summer House_0013 of 25.
Description of Photograph(s) and number: North dining room, middle section looking northwest
MI_Grand Traverse County_Stickney Summer House_0014 of 25.
Description of Photograph(s) and number: Second floor stair hall looking west
MI_Grand Traverse County_Stickney Summer House_0015 of 25.
Description of Photograph(s) and number: Fireplace and bay window in master bedroom looking south
MI_Grand Traverse County_Stickney Summer House_0016 of 25.
Description of Photograph(s) and number: North bedroom looking west
MI_Grand Traverse County_Stickney Summer House_0017 of 25.
Description of Photograph(s) and number: Interior of Bowery in rear ell looking west
MI_Grand Traverse County_Stickney Summer House_0018 of 25.
Description of Photograph(s) and number: Interior of Bowery in rear ell looking east
MI_Grand Traverse County_Stickney Summer House_0019 of 25.
Description of Photograph(s) and number: Detail of original rendering of house
MI_Grand Traverse County_Stickney Summer House_0020 of 25.
Description of Photograph(s) and number: Reception Hall and Microbrewery looking southeast
MI_Grand Traverse County_Stickney Summer House_0021 of 25.
Description of Photograph(s) and number: West elevation of reception hall looking east
MI_Grand Traverse County_Stickney Summer House_0022 of 25.
Description of Photograph(s) and number: Pole Barn looking southwest
MI_Grand Traverse County_Stickney Summer House_0023 of 25.
Description of Photograph(s) and number: Main house, gazebo and terrace looking southeast
MI_Grand Traverse County_Stickney Summer House_0024 of 25.
Description of Photograph(s) and number: Front yard looking northwest from terrace
MI_Grand Traverse County_Stickney Summer House_0025 of 25.
Property Owner:
name

Jon Carlson, Old Mission Historic Development, LLC
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street & number 116 W. Washington Street, #F

telephone 734-604-0977

city or town Ann Arbor

state

MI

zip code 48104
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benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C.460 et seq.).
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this form to the Office of Planning and Performance Management. U.S. Dept. fo the Interior, 1849 C. Street, NW, Washington, DC.

16

