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1. Name of Property
historic name

Sundberg Block

other names/site number
2. Location
street & number
city or town
state

517-523 Iron Street

not for publication

Negaunee

vicinity

Michigan

code

MI

county

Marquette

code

103

zip code

49866

3. State/Federal Agency Certification
As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended,
I hereby certify that this x nomination _ request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards
for registering properties in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional
requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.
In my opinion, the property x _ meets _ does not meet the National Register Criteria. I recommend that this property
be considered significant at the following level(s) of significance:
national

statewide

x local

Signature of certifying official/Title

Date

MI SHPO
State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government
In my opinion, the property

meets

does not meet the National Register criteria.

Signature of commenting official

Title

Date

State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government

4. National Park Service Certification
I hereby certify that this property is:
entered in the National Register

determined eligible for the National Register

determined not eligible for the National Register

removed from the National Register

other (explain:)

_________________

Signature of the Keeper

Date of Action
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5. Classification
Ownership of Property

Category of Property

Number of Resources within Property

(Check as many boxes as apply.)

(Check only one box.)

(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

x

private
public - Local
public - State
public - Federal

x

building(s)
district
site
structure

Contributing
1

Noncontributing

1

0

buildings
district
site
structure

object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing)

object

Total

Number of contributing resources previously
listed in the National Register

N/A

N/A

6. Function or Use
Historic Functions

Current Functions

(Enter categories from instructions.)

(Enter categories from instructions.)

Commerce/Trade – Specialty Store

Vacant/Not in Use

Commerce/Trade – Business
Government – Post Office
Industry/Processing/Extraction –
Manufacturing Facility
Recreation and Culture – Theater
Sports Facility, Auditorium
7. Description
Architectural Classification

Materials

(Enter categories from instructions.)

(Enter categories from instructions.)

Late Victorian

foundation:
walls:

Stone

Brick
Sandstone

roof:

Asphalt

other:

Iron
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Narrative Description
(Describe the historic and current physical appearance of the property. Explain contributing and noncontributing resources
if necessary. Begin with a summary paragraph that briefly describes the general characteristics of the property, such as
its location, setting, size, and significant features.)
Summary Paragraph
The Sundberg Block is a rectangular two-story Late Victorian commercial building constructed in 1890-91. The building
has dark red brick walls with rockface red-brown sandstone trim. Shallow raised piers define the outer edges of the front’s
three storefronts. The central part of the façade corresponding with the central storefront rises substantially above the side
storefront facades in falsefront form. The façade displays round-arch elements – broad semi-round windows in the
second story above the cornice in the two side storefronts and a blind arcade of five small arch-top “windows” in the raised
center storefront part of the façade above a pair of square-head windows in the second story. The side walls display for
the most part two-over-two double-hung windows with segmental-arch heads, several retaining original iron shutters. The
block has a flat roof that slants downward toward the rear.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Narrative Description
The building stands at the far west edge of Negaunee’s historic business district and faces north on Iron Street, the old
main business street. Other late nineteenth and very early twentieth-century two-story commercial buildings stand across
the street and nearby to the east. The business district extends for several blocks to the east along Iron and Jackson
streets to Pioneer Street. It once extended west another full block as well, but the area west of Tobin Street, which
intersects Iron opposite the Sundberg Block’s western storefront, now forms part of the “caving grounds,” land that was
acquired, cleared of all buildings, and fenced off several decades ago because of the danger of subsidence from
underground mining activities. The caving grounds area has reverted to woods, but evidence of roads, foundations, and
other manmade improvements in what was once the west side of town remains visible. (Negaunee’s east side has been
similarly truncated by additional caving grounds.)
The Sundberg Block is rectangular in form and has ground dimensions of seventy-two foot width, east-west, by eightyeight foot depth, north-south. Slightly projecting piers divide the façade into three sections, each originally containing a
storefront. The central section is wider than the others; in addition to the storefront, its ground floor also contains a
separate entry, at the west or right-hand end, leading to a staircase to the second story. The piers are of brick, with
rockface sandstone blocks as trim. The ground floor piers – brick with rockface sandstone trim blocks at their bases,
midpoints, and tops – rise to a simply detailed metal cornice extending across the façade atop the storefronts. The
second-story piers also display rockface stone block trim pieces at their bases, a little above their midpoints – aligned with
a rockface stone beltcourse spanning the central section above the second-story windows – and at their tops.
An indistinct 1912 photograph shows the two western storefronts with thin uprights dividing each front into three roughly
equal sections and, it appears, a central entry and low bulkhead on each side. The eastern storefront, although remodeled
in 1907 for the Bijou Theater, also displayed what seems a similar three-part form, with thin uprights. Today the western
two storefronts and second-story entry are infilled with red brick, with glass block windows. The western storefront
contains a steel double-door central entry that, like the brick and glass block infill, appears to date from the 1950s, while
the second-story entry and east storefront doors are simple makeshift modern security doors. The east storefront,
perhaps dating from the 1920s or 30s, displays low brick bulkheads framing a narrow central entry. Plain wooden trim
outlines the entry and frames storefront windows and transoms – everything but the transoms now covered in vertical T111 siding.
The façade’s second story contains a pair of square-head windows in the central section and a single broad round-arch
window in either side section. The side windows, each divided into three sections by vertical wood mullions, are capped by
deep arches that, formed of brick in alternating courses of dark red (matching the general façade brickwork) and
blackened brick, are each trimmed with five massive rockface sandstone voussoirs, one serving as a keystone, the others
equally spaced between it and the lower end of the arch on each side. These arched windows once contained sunburstpattern art glass transom panels; the panels were removed sometime after 1978 – they show in a survey photo taken that
year – and are now displayed in Vierling’s Saloon in Marquette. The “third story” blind arcade above the square-head
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central second-story windows displays a rockface sandstone sillcourse connecting the piers edging the central section
and, rising from rockface sandstone springblocks, arches formed of alternating red and blackish hue bricks. Horizontal
panels in the friezes of the two side sections contain more of the alternating courses of red and black brickwork running
vertically. A broad horizontal band of smooth-cut sandstone in the center above the second-story windows is incised with
the building’s name, SUNDBERG BLOCK, and, above it, the year of construction, 1890.
The façade is crowned with a highly detailed iron cornice. The slightly lower section on either side of the taller central part
displays a broad anthemion-detailed bracket at each outer end and console brackets supporting the cornice proper and a
short pent roof above. The inner ends of the side section cornices once held brackets identical to those at the outer ends,
but neither is now present (one was still present in the 1978 photo). Thin paired columns rise above their former locations
to support urn-topped pedestals that mark the ends of the center section cornice (the urn at the west end of the center
section is not present and wasn’t in 1978). The cornice capping the center section, with its pent roof, is identical to the
side sections.
The building’s side walls are plain, with a succession of flat-topped parapet sections that step downward in three steps
toward the rear with the gentle downward slope of the roof. Only a few windows pierce the side walls at the ground-floor
level – one square-head double-hung one midway along the east wall and four short square-head ones midway along the
west wall. In the second story double-hung windows with segmental-arch heads extend across both sides. Several
original iron shutters remain in place along the west side.
The rear façade overlooks a former railroad line. The lower façade is divided into three bays reflecting the three front-toback storefronts inside, with each containing a double-door center entry, with tall transom above, and a single double-hung
window on each side. Another doorway, located between the westernmost and central store space, may have led to stairs
to the second story. The second story contains single double-hung windows and several doors providing access to a
wood bracket-supported narrow wood-floor gallery or porch running across the entire back. The gallery is severely
deteriorated, with much of the deck gone. A metal exterior staircase that provided access is lying on the ground.
The first-floor interior contains three side-by-side store spaces running from front to back, separated by solid masonry
walls. Original wooden door and window trim remains largely intact, the walls are plastered, the ceilings clad in the original
pressed metal tiles in the east and west stores, and the floors built of narrow tongue-and-groove boarding. However, the
interior is severely deteriorated due to water penetration. The heavy snows of the winter of 2009-10 resulted in the
collapse of the roof above the south part of the building’s central and west sections. The east and west store spaces
remain the most intact, with the metal ceilings still in place, while in the central store space much of the ceiling and second
floor has collapsed into the space beneath the collapsed roof.
A staircase inside the front entry between the west and central store space once provided access to the second story. The
roof collapse brought down the stairway. In the second story the solid brick front-to-back walls between the stores in the
ground floor were also present. A hallway originally spanned the building’s midsection from east to west, with iron fire
doors at the brick partitions. Office suites aligned above the store spaces below occupied the building’s front section,
while apartment units filled the rear part of the building south of the hallway. At each end of the hallway was a bathroom.
In 1926, when the upstairs was converted into quarters for a glove and mitten manufacturing operation, the second story’s
brick walls aligned above the storefront walls and the original partitioning were both removed, providing a single open
space except for the area above the east store, which was partitioned off from the rest. Wood posts aligned with the loadbearing walls below separating the store spaces supported the timber structure of the rear-sloping flat roof. A steel I-beam
system, presumably part of the work done in 1926, supported the roof from front to back above the remaining ground-floor
brick partition between the west and central store spaces.
The current owner plans to rehabilitate the building to house income-producing uses. The Sundberg Block is a landmark
in downtown Negaunee. Its successful rehabilitation will be a demonstration to other property owners in the business
district of what can be done.
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Description of the completed building from The Iron Herald, March 20, 1891
THE SUNDBERG BLOCK
The Sundberg block, now practically completed, is without exception the finest business building in our city and with
possibly two exceptions, the finest upon the Peninsula. Early last summer Mr. Charles Sundberg purchased the site upon
which stood the old rookery known as the Jackson house which had long been a mar to the beauty of the street and a
disgrace to adjoining property. As soon as possession was obtained the work of clearing the lot was commenced and
energetically pushed. This done the work upon the foundation for the new structure, elaborate plans and specifications for
which had already been prepared by J. S. Minnie of Ishpeming, was commenced by E. E. Grip & Co., who had secured the
contract. The character of a portion of the ground rendered piling necessary, which was accordingly, done there being
1500 piles driven in a manner that renders the foundation one of the greatest firmness. The building has a front of 72 feet
and is 88 feet in depth. The first floor being divided into three stores of about equal width – some 22 feet – running the full
depth of the building. Each has been finished in the most elegant manner – hardwood floors, adamant walls, iron ceilings,
plate glass windows of a single plate each, with doors and front of solid oak, all of which are finished in the most elegant
manner. Each store is provided with a small and well finished cellar about 20 feet square. The front of the building is one
of exceptional beauty, being constructed of pressed brick made by the Chicago Anderson Pressed Brick Co. and red
stone, which with the relief afforded by the handsome store fronts, the arched windows of the second story, and the heavy
iron cornice, together with the use of a brown tile, renders the effect such as may be characterized an ideal of the
architect. The second floor is reached by an easy flight of stairs of solid oak, the floor of the vestibule is laid of fancy tile,
the hall or stairway being provided with two sets of oak doors.
The second floor is divided first into three sections of equal width by solid brick fire walls provided with iron doors at the
entrances. Front of the hall running across the entire building at the head of the stairs is a suite of office rooms in each
section – two rooms each on the outside sections and a suite of three rooms in the middle section. These rooms are each
finished with fancy iron ceilings, handsomely colored glass transoms in the windows which are arched, and supplied with
fire places of modern patterns, the hearths and finish being of oak and fancy glazed tile, with hardwood floors in each.
Rear of the hall in each section, is a well appointed dwelling of five rooms, being thoroughly ventilated and lighted by a
system of skylights which renders the apartments both healthful and pleasant. A wide verandah running across the entire
rear of the building and covered with the projecting roof affords a rear exit. Not the least of the conveniences of this floor
are two elegantly appointed closets at either end of the hall – one designed for the offices and the other – supplied with
bath – for the residence apartments.
The entire building is heated by steam, lighted by gas and has been wired for electric light. Iron shutters have been placed
at each window, which materially reduces the fire rating.
Excepting one office on the second floor and a part of the middle store, the entire building has been rented and is already
occupied. The west store is occupied by Messrs. Katz Bros. with an extensive dry goods store; the east one by A. T.
Carmichael & Co., general merchants, while a portion of the middle one has been reserved for the jewelry store of the
owner of the building. The east section of the second floor has been rented by Geo. W. Hall, who is in charge of the Upper
Peninsula Insurance Bureau; the Cambria, Lucy and Lillie mining companies take the offices of the middle section, while
Mr. Sundberg retains one of the front rooms of the west section as the office of the building and for his private use, the
other office of this section being for rent. The rear suit of rooms of this section are occupied by Mr. Chris Christianson and
the middle rear rooms by Mr. Charles Katz.
As a whole the building is the pride of our citizens, a credit to the city and will long stand as a fitting monument to the
enterprise and public spirit of its founder. The amount invested is about $30,000, and if Mr. Sundberg shall realize a
handsome return in the way of a fixed income, as seems assured under the present arrangement, it will be gratifying to
every resident of the city having an interest in the welfare of the place.
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8. Statement of Significance
Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

County and State

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions.)

Architecture
X

X

A

Property is associated with events that have made a
significant contribution to the broad patterns of our
history.

Commerce

B

Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

Social History

C

Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses high
artistic values, or represents a significant
and distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

D

Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information
important in prehistory or history.

Ethnic Heritage/Swedish

Period of Significance
1890-1950

Significant Dates
1890, 1891, 1907, 1926, 1936

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:
A

Owned by a religious institution or used for religious
purposes.

B

removed from its original location.

C

a birthplace or grave.

D

a cemetery.

E

a reconstructed building, object, or structure.

F

a commemorative property.

G

less than 50 years old or achieving significance
within the past 50 years.

Significant Person
(Complete only if Criterion B is marked above.)

N/A

Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Architect/Builder
Mennie, John S., architect
Grip, E. E., & Co., contractor

Period of Significance (justification)
Beginning of construction to end of Community Building use.
Criteria Considerations (explanation, if necessary)
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Statement of Significance Summary Paragraph (Provide a summary paragraph that includes level of significance and
applicable criteria.)
The 1890-91 Sundberg Block is a key landmark in Negaunee’s historic business district that has housed a very broad
variety of downtown and community uses over the years – including stores, movie theaters, the post office, light
manufacturing operations, a community center and gymnasium, and a youth job training center. The building meets
national register criterion C as downtown Negaunee’s largest and most architecturally distinguished nineteenth-century
commercial building. Despite severe deterioration, it retains its elaborately detailed Late Victorian front, displaying such
features as broad, arched window openings with brickwork arches in bands of alternating hue brick, rockface sandstone
trim, and column and corbel-bracket-trimmed iron cornices. The Sundberg Block meets criterion A for its association with
the Swedish community in Negaunee and the Negaunee-Ishpeming area through its original owners, Charles and Maria
Josephine Anderson Sundberg. The building also meets criterion A for its role as a key building in the city’s business
district during its early years from its completion in 1891 to around 1920. It is historically significant in terms of commerce
in downtown Negaunee in that during the years down to about 1910 it housed a good cross-section of commercial activity,
including a general store and stores that offered a variety of goods such as jewelry, watches, and clocks; men’s clothing
and furnishings; shoes; and millinery. It is historically important as the site of manufacturing operations brought to
Negaunee beginning in the late 1920s through the persistent efforts of the city and chamber of commerce to lure new
industry in response to the loss of mining jobs. It is also important in terms of downtown Negaunee’s social and
recreational history for several reasons. It was the location both of Negaunee’s first (albeit short-lived) movie theater and
of the Bijou (later the Royal) Theater, the first movie theater in town to remain in operation for a substantial period of time.
From about 1936 into the 1950s it served as Negaunee’s Community Building, housing both meeting places for events and
a recreation center/gymnasium. During the early part of this period in the late 1930s and perhaps into the early 1940s the
building housed WPA-funded recreational activities and also a National Youth Administration machine shop job training
operation.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Narrative Statement of Significance (Provide at least one paragraph for each area of significance.)

Iron mining on the Marquette Iron Range began in 1844 with the discovery of iron ore deposits by federal surveyors near
the future site of the Jackson Mine between the present cities of Negaunee and Ishpeming. An exploring party sent by
investors from Jackson, Michigan, located the Jackson Mine site in 1845. The Jackson Mining Company was established
in that year (Jackson Mining became the Jackson Iron Company in 1849). The first ore was mined there in 1846 and the
first ore smelted into iron at a forge constructed on the Carp River three miles east of the future site of Negaunee. The
Jackson Mine marked the beginning of commercial iron mining not only in Michigan but in the entire upper Great Lakes
region. The mine site, with its deep pit now filled with black water, is located a short distance west of downtown
Negaunee.
Development of the iron industry on the Marquette Range was stymied by the difficulties in transporting the ore from this
isolated inland wilderness location to a shipping point to downlake smelters and of transshipping the ore around the falls of
the St. Marys River at the outlet of Lake Superior. Both problems were solved in 1855, when a primitive horse railroad
connecting the mines with ore docks at Marquette and the first locks at Sault Ste. Marie were completed, so that ore could
be hauled to the dock in Marquette, loaded on ships, and sent directly to Cleveland or other ports. Construction of the Iron
Mountain Railroad from the mines to Marquette in 1855-57 and of the Peninsula Railroad from Negaunee to Escanaba, on
Lake Michigan, in 1863-64 further facilitated the shipment of ore, the Peninsula by avoiding altogether the perils of Lake
Superior navigation.
With the transportation problems solved, exploration and development of the area’s rich ore deposits proceeded quickly,
resulting in the development of the boom town settlements of Ishpeming and Negaunee. Negaunee’s initial development
was piecemeal, with two separate settlements and no formal street plan. In 1865 the first two plats were filed. As a result,
“Houses were moved, streets straightened and a round of improvements inaugurated” (Western Historical Company, 452).
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The village of Negaunee was incorporated in 1865, and city government established in 1873. Negaunee grew from a
population of 2560 in 1870 to about 6000 by the late 1880s, though, as a one-industry town, its fortunes rose and fell with
the development of new mines and the demand for iron. In 1889, a year before the Sundberg Block was built, the city was
bursting at the seams. An article in the May 23, 1889, Herald spoke to the severe housing shortage of the time:
We hear of people desiring to locate here and become permanent residents who are unable to secure apartments of
any kind in which to live. This is not as it should be. … At the present time there is a demand for at least 100 new
houses of a class that would rent from ten to fifteen dollars per month. It is likely that many more than this number
would have ready tenants upon completion. If the demand in this direction could be fully met within the next three or
four months, there is no doubt but it would result in an increase of 1000 people before the close of the year.
Three years later, in 1892, the Herald was still decrying the lack of housing. The April 22 paper reported that 200 houses
would be built that year, but went on to state that, “There is a lack of suitable houserooms, and has been for some time
past, in spite of the large number erected during the years 1890-1.” The Sundberg Block was built during this boom
period.
The Swedish Community
Between 1850 and 1930 an estimated one million Swedes emigrated to the United States. Significant Swedish emigration
began in the 1840s following the 1840 elimination of “the old requirement for the king’s permission in each case…” to
emigrate (Barton, 14). While the number of Swedish-born residents in the U. S. in 1865 was likely no more than 25,000,
widespread crop failures in 1867-68 that ruined many small farmers spurred the first heavy migration in the next few years.
The number had risen to 776,093 according to the 1890 census, with the greatest part of it being poor farmers who settled
in the Great Lakes and prairie states. The lures for Swedes included cheap Midwestern farmland under the 1862
Homestead Act and cheap transportation to America. By the late nineteenth century, low wages in Sweden’s developing
industries also served as a spur to emigration (Barton, 37-38; Hancks, 22). While earlier migration went largely to rural
areas in the Great Lakes and prairie regions, by the 1880s and 90s much of the immigration was settling in the growing
cities and mining communities.
The first settlement of Swedes in Michigan took place near Kent City, Kent County, in 1853, but the 1870 census shows
only 2406 Sweden-born residents in the state. The greatest wave of Swedish immigration to Michigan took place in the
1870-1900 period. Michigan’s commissioner of immigration released the first Swedish language materials in 1884. The
number of Swedes who settled in Michigan was small in comparison to other Upper Midwest states such as Minnesota. In
1890 and 1900 Swedes made up less than two percent of the state’s population. They settled in numerous small
communities throughout Michigan, but in the Upper Peninsula, and particularly the iron mining counties of Marquette,
Menominee, Dickinson, and Iron and also Houghton County, with its copper mines and smelters, they established
substantial Swedish communities (Hancks, 25-27).
Marquette County’s early Swedish immigration differed from the norm of poor farmers looking for land. Alanen states that
Marquette County’s first substantial group of Swedes “arrived in 1868-1869 from the parish of Ljusnarsberg, a mining
center situated in the central area of the country. Once a settlement node had been established on the Marquette Range,
emigrants from Ljusnarsberg continued to arrive” (Alanen, 5). The county’s Swedish population grew rapidly in the next
thirty years, with many working in the mines. Sweden-born residents numbered around 845 out of a county population of
14,235 as of 1870, 2090 out of an overall population of 25,240 by 1880, and 3190 out of the county’s 41,240 people in
1900 (Alanen, 4-8). Mead reports somewhat greater numbers, with the maximum number of Sweden-born residents in
1890, suggesting that new immigration to the county began to slow after that (Mead, 1). These numbers all include only
those born in Sweden, not their children. By 1900 the number of county residents of Swedish ancestry must have been
substantially higher.
Ishpeming, located only a few miles west of Negaunee, was recognized by the late nineteenth century “for its role as the
center of Swedish life in the Upper Peninsula” (Hancks, 27). The 1870 census shows Ishpeming as already the home of
the largest share of Swedes and other Scandinavians in the county. They were numerous enough in Ishpeming by 1870 to
found the Swedish Lutheran Bethana Church Society (now Bethany Lutheran Church) and to build a church the following
year. By the early 1880s the church had 500 members. A Swedish Baptist church was established in 1872, Swedish
Methodist church in 1873, and Mission Covenant (now United Evangelical Covenant) church in 1879. In 1872 Ishpeming
Scandinavians, primarily Swedes, founded Lodge No. 1 of what was called in English translation (the Swedish initials are
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S. H. & E. F.) the Scandinavian Aid and Fellowship Society (Alanen, 16-17; Herald, 8/6/1909; Mead, 4; Western Historical
Co., 442). According to a Herald article celebrating the completion of a new Negaunee lodge hall for the S. H. & E. F., the
society’s “primary purpose is to provide sick, disability and death benefits for its members” – along with fellowship between
Swedes. The organization then was reported to be comprised of about fifty lodges scattered to the Pacific coast (Herald,
10/1/1909). In 1915 the society merged with the Scandinavian Brotherhood of America and Scandinavian Brotherhood of
the West to form the Scandinavian Fraternity of America (Westman, 433).
Negaunee’s Swedish community took second place in numbers only to Ishpeming’s. Swedes began settling in Negaunee
at about the same time as Ishpeming, and the Sundberg Block’s original owner, Charles Sundberg, was among the first
Swedes in Negaunee, having arrived in 1869. At first Negaunee’s smaller number of Swedes likely participated in
Swedish life in their nearby and larger neighbor community to the west. In 1884 a committee of seven Scandinavian
women, including Mrs. Charles Sundberg, Maria Josephine Sundberg, began Lutheran services in Negaunee, bringing in
outside pastors. The following year Negaunee’s Swedes, Norwegians, and Danes together founded the Scandinavian
Lutheran Bethany Association of Negaunee and built a church building. In 1886 the congregation separated (amicably, we
are told) into Swedish and Danish Lutheran churches, the Swedes establishing Bethany Lutheran under the Augustana
Synod (“Bethany Lutheran” in Negaunee Centennial, np). Negaunee’s Swedes founded their own Lodge No. 8 of the
Scandinavian Aid and Fellowship Society. In 1909 the society built its own two-story building, with meeting hall upstairs, at
208-10 Gold Street, around the corner from the Sundberg Block (Herald, 6/18, 8/6, 10/1, 12/31/1909). The building has
housed the local VFW post since the early 1950s.

The Sundberg Block
The Sundberg Block was built in 1890-91 for Negaunee businessman Charles Sundberg. Sundberg (1845-99) was born in
Stockholm, Sweden, and emigrated to the United States in 1864, coming to Marquette, Michigan. He settled in Negaunee
in 1869 and the following year entered into business as a jeweler (he was also in the wine and liquor business until 1878).
Sundberg entered into partnership in the jewelry business in 1871 or 72 with fellow Swede August A. Anderson. Like
Sundberg, Anderson (born 1842) also came from Stockholm and also emigrated to America in 1864. He first worked in
Houghton, Michigan, as a miner but settled in Marquette County in 1867. Anderson established his own jewelry business
in Ishpeming in 1871. He was a well known figure in Ishpeming’s early years, the owner of Anderson Hall, an early brick
commercial building that housed a public hall upstairs and the jewelry store downstairs, and Marquette County’s sheriff for
four years, elected in 1876 and 1878. He was “also interested in mining” in Marquette County and the Black Hills of
today’s South Dakota (Western Historical Co., 444, 464). In 1871 Sundberg and Maria Josephine Anderson, perhaps
related to A. A. Anderson (though this has not been verified), were married.
Sundberg and Anderson’s jewelry partnership was short-lived. In 1873 the partnership was dissolved, with Anderson
retaining the Ishpeming store, Sundberg the Negaunee one. The 1873 county directory lists Sundberg as a “watchmaker”
in Negaunee and Anderson as a “jeweler” in Ishpeming. The next county directories, published in the 1894-97 period,
continue to list Sundberg as a jeweler in Negaunee. The directories indicate his store offered not only jewelry, watches,
and clocks, but also sewing machines and musical merchandise. A brief newspaper notice in the 3/25/1892 Herald
announced another service his shop would provide for the following week: Sundberg “has made a contract with J. H.
Ostrander, the expert optician, and he will be here next Monday, and will remain one week,” performing eye exams.
Ostrander, described as a graduate of the Chicago College of Optics, had in the past performed a similar service at G. N.
Conklin’s jewelry store in Marquette.
The first report of plans by Charles Sundberg to build a new building at the future Sundberg Block location appeared in the
April 3, 1890, Iron Herald. It stated that Sundberg had bought the Jackson House hotel property for $3850 and planned to
build a new three-story store and hotel building on the site. The July 11 Iron Herald carried the news that the Jackson
House had closed the previous day and would be “torn down or removed within the next ten days” to make way for
Sundberg’s new building. The new Sundberg Block was “practically completed” by March 20, 1891, when the Herald
presented a lengthy description of the building, which it described as “without exception the finest business building in our
city and with possibly two exceptions, the finest upon the [Upper] Peninsula.” The Herald’s lengthy description of the new
building listed the architect and builder; explained the building’s interior layout; and identified the building’s future tenants.
As built the structure had three front-to-back store spaces, with a staircase to the second story located between the
western and central stores. The staircase led to a hallway that ran through the second story’s center, east and west, with
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office spaces on the side toward the street and apartment spaces toward the back. The March 20, 1891, newspaper
description stated that the east store would house the A. T. Carmichael & Co. general store, the central one Sundberg’s
jewelry store (only occupying part of the space), and the western the Katz Bros. dry goods store. A Herald advertisement
(10/31/1891) for Katz Bros. store, “The Bell,” lists the store’s specialties as cloaks, dry goods, and shoes and identifies
them as agents for “Joros Hygienic Underwear.” Upstairs, the Upper Peninsula Insurance Bureau would occupy the east
side office; the offices of the Cambria, Lucy, and Lillie mining companies the central; and Charles Sundberg’s office would
occupy part of the west-side office space. By 1897 Richard Skewes’ dry goods store had replaced Katz Bros., but A. T.
Carmichael & Co. and the Sundberg jewelry still occupied the east and central store spaces. By that time R. E. Drake, a
dentist, was occupying one of the upstairs offices. It is clear from brief news reports and advertising notices in the Herald
that the Sundberg Block was typical of commercial properties in experiencing substantial turnover in business occupants
even during its early years, with dry goods and men’s clothing and furnishings most common. In its early years the
building was a popular location for stores. During the period from 1903 to 1913 the Sundberg Block also housed the
Negaunee post office, located in the west storefront (Dobson, 88, 91, 116).
Charles Sundberg died December 1, 1899. A Herald advertisement for the store appearing December 22 listed John F.
Allison as manager for the first time. Allison, an Indiana native born in 1870, had come to Negaunee in the early 1890s
and had previously served as the Western Union telegraph operator at the Chicago & North Western’s Negaunee depot.
He and Sundberg’s older daughter Ida were married by 1895. The 1897 directory shows the Allisons living in the east
upstairs unit of the Sundberg Block.
In the early twentieth century John F. Allison’s own businesses were major occupants of the building. The Sundberg
jewelry, with stock still owned by Mrs. Sundberg or other family members but now with Allison as manager, continued in
operation until early in 1906, when Allison bought out the remaining stock (Herald, 12/15 and 12/29/1905 and 1/12/1906).
The building also housed Allison’s own “Hats, Shoes and Gents’ Furnishing Goods” store, established in April 1900
(Herald, 4/6/1900). That store seems to have gone out of business within a few years, but Allison then opened a billiard
and pool parlor that occupied the center storefront for about fifteen years. The parlor was in operation by August 1905,
when Allison added a single bowling alley along one wall, but it may have opened a year or two earlier (Herald, 8/4/1905).
Allison apparently also operated the jewelry business in a partitioned off front section of the parlor space from 1906 until
1908 or 1909 (Herald, 1/12/1906; 8/7, 11/27, 12/4/1908; 8/13, 8/27/1909).
“Moving pictures” came to Negaunee at least as early as 1902 when McDonald’s Opera House hosted a “Kinodrome
Show” presentation of President McKinley’s funeral for three nights (Herald, 3/14/1902). Other presentations at the opera
house and at the Swedish Lutheran church soon followed. Apparently inspired by the success of two runs of “Herald
Square moving picture shows” at the opera house in February and March 1907, Allison decided to open Negaunee’s first
movie theater – described as a “moving picture illustrated song theatre” – in the Sundberg Block’s central store space
occupied by the billiard and pool hall. His “Electric Theatre” opened June 5 with The Miner’s Daughter, My Father-in-Law,
and The History of a Pair of Trousers (Herald, 3/1, 3/8, 5/24, 5/31, 6/7/1907). Despite initial success, this motion picture
venture soon failed because of competition: a second theater, the Wonderland, opened July 13. The Electric closed within
two weeks, and the 8/2/1907 Herald reported that Allison’s billiard and pool tables were back in place in the old space,
having been moved upstairs for the theater (Herald, 7/12 and 7/26/1907).
While Allison withdrew permanently from the motion picture field, the Sundberg Block soon became the site of another
movie theater. In October 1907 Chicago businessman Floyd D. Archer, described as the owner of several theaters in
Illinois and as manager of the Grand Theater in nearby Ishpeming, opened the 300-seat Bijou Theater in the building’s
east storefront (Herald, 9/27 and 10/18/1907). Allison’s Electric was Negaunee’s first movie theater, and the Bijou was the
first movie theater in the city that had a lasting career. With its name changed to the Royal in 1913 (Dobson, 116), the
theater remained in operation in the Sundberg Block until about 1920. Another movie theater, the Star, opened in 1911,
and the Liberty followed. With the construction of the 1200-seat Vista Theater in 1925-26 (listed in the National Register of
Historic Places), the Star closed and the Liberty was used only for “special attractions” and closed in the 1930s (Vista
Theater nomination; Herald, 7/25/1930, 10/16/1931).
Late in 1908 the Herald reported Allison’s plan to sell out and move “southward, where the climate will be less trying on
himself and family.” A large advertisement in the 12/4/1908 paper offered his property – the Sundberg Block, another twostory brick building on the north side of Iron Street, and the family’s home on Main Street – and businesses for sale.
Within a week the building on Iron’s north side was sold (Herald, 12/11/1908), but years later the “Sundberg heirs”
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continued to own the Sundberg Block. The Allisons moved to Detroit late in August 1909 (Herald, 8/13 and 8/27/1909).
The 1910 directory lists S. G. Stephens’ billiard hall in Allison’s old location.
A search of the Detroit directories shows no listings for John F. Allison, and it seems clear the family soon returned to
Negaunee. The 1912 Souvenir of Negaunee illustrates the interior of Allison’s “The Palace Billiard and Pool Parlor” at the
old location, and the next directories, from 1916 and 1920, continue to list it at this location. After 1913 the billiard and pool
hall and the movie theater may have been the building’s primary tenants.
The Chamber of Commerce and the Sundberg Block as a Factory
Early in 1920 Negaunee citizens formed the Negaunee Chamber of Commerce. This action resulted directly from a
request from the city’s mayor, Dr. N. B. Robbins, and the city Common Council for action to form an “advancement
association” to promote Negaunee as a site for new industry. In the aftermath of World War I the city’s dominant industry,
iron mining, was in a major downturn, with production and employment down. As a result Negaunee’s population had
dropped – for the first time in the community’s history – from 8460 in 1910 to 7419 in 1920. A direct impetus to
establishment of a chamber of commerce was the report that two manufacturers (one a cigar manufacturer) had inquired
about possible sites for factories in Negaunee, but there had been no formal organization to respond (Herald, 2/27/1920).
The lure small cities such as Negaunee held for manufacturers was rents and labor costs well below those in urban
centers. Manufacturers such as the cigar manufacturer were particularly looking for communities “which had plenty of
girls” (Herald, ibid.). By the 1920s mining towns with high unemployment were particular favorites of manufacturers such
as textile companies seeking cheap, non-unionized labor because of the large numbers of women and girls from miners’
families that were willing to work for low wages to help support their families. In this situation Negaunee had parallels in
anthracite mining towns of northeastern Pennsylvania such as Shamokin and St. Clair where textile mills located (see
Pennsylvania American Guide Series volume, 537-39) and also as close as neighboring Ishpeming, where the former F.
Braastad & Co. department store (now the Pioneer Square Building) was converted into a garment factory opened by the
H. W. Gossard Co. in 1920 just as Negaunee was establishing its chamber (Braastad-Gossard Building site file, MI
SHPO).
The chamber planned to raise a fund to promote Negaunee as a site for new businesses through monthly subscriptions of
$2.50 to $20.00 per member (Herald, 4/30/1920). During 1921 the chamber contracted with the Sundberg heirs to
purchase the Sundberg Block “with a view of housing some form of manufacturing enterprise which will employ classes of
labor not needed in the mines” (Herald, 9/23/1921). The purchase price was $12,000. A few second-floor tenants left in
the building vacated so that needed repairs could be made (Herald, 10/28/1921). These plans notwithstanding, from 1921
until late 1926 the Sundberg Block seems to have remained entirely vacant.
Late in 1926 the chamber’s efforts resulted in agreement by the Eisendrath Glove Company of Chicago to establish a
glove and mitten factory in the building. Eisendrath manufactured “high grade” leather gloves and mittens under the
“Asbestol” brand name. The company planned to employ twenty-five to thirty women at first and to ultimately employ, it
stated, as many as 300-350. Because the chamber was by this time “nearly at the end of its resources,” the city planned
to buy the building from them and defray the costs of renovating it for Eisendrath and installing electric wiring and a new
heating system. A five-year contract between the city and company required the city to provide electricity and water free of
charge and contained the condition that, should the company pay out at least $500,000 in wages in the next five years, the
building would be given to them free of charge at the end of that time. Eisendrath hoped to be in operation by midNovember (Herald, 10/1/1926).
Work on the renovations, funded by the city, proceeded during October and November. Due to objections from some of
the iron mining companies, the city dropped the plan to buy the building from the chamber and left it to the chamber to pay
for the last part of the renovations. The plant was to initially utilize only the second floor, which was to be made into one
large room “where will be installed the cutting and sewing machines, etc.” The factory got under way at the beginning of
December, initially utilizing ten workers to turn out auto and working gloves of leather, canvas with leather palms, and
cotton jersey cloth (Herald, 10/8, 10/15, 10/22, 11/12, 11/19, 11/26, 12/3/1926). Whitaker states that as of 1929 the glove
factory “was employing 103 girls to sew the gloves and 25 men (really youths, several of them of high school age) to tend
the cutting machines and do odd jobs” (186). It seems clear the company never met the conditions for obtaining the
building. A brief 1931 newspaper article about what was then called the Negaunee Manufacturing Company factory noted
a change in the operation to an assembly line process intended to speed up the production of gloves (Herald, 1/23/1931).
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The next Marquette County directory, for 1937, lists a clothing manufacturer, the Negaunee Garment Company, with Milton
Rosensweig of Ishpeming as manager, in the building. By early 1940 that company, too, had left.
Another textile firm, Blackstone Knitting Mills of Chicago, opened a dress factory in the Sundberg Block’s second story at
the beginning of March 1940. The city agreed to provide the building, heat, electricity, and water free to Blackstone for a
six-month period. The company, under manager David M. Abelew, expected to begin with thirty workers, preferably single
women, and expand to one hundred or more (Herald, 3/1/1940). In August Abelew’s firm, now identified as the Northern
Dress Manufacturing Company (manufacturing dresses for Blackstone), employed over one hundred workers. Although
Abelew was then negotiating with the city for a new contract, his company soon closed up shop in Negaunee (Herald, 8/30
and 11/15/1940).
By mid-November 1940 the city was negotiating with another Chicago firm, Boris Smoler & Sons, who were looking at
manufacturing dresses in Negaunee for their “coast to coast” chain of stores. The same David M. Abelew soon turned up
with a plan to establish his own Upper Peninsula Dress Manufacturing Company to make dresses exclusively for Smoler.
His stated plan was to hire sixty to sixty-five employees at first and occupy the Sundberg Block’s second story for the
cutting room and part of the first for a shipping room. The city entered into an agreement with Abelew, but rescinded it
several weeks later in late December when he couldn’t meet the required start-up deadline (Herald, 11/15, 12/6, and
12/27/1940). Nothing came of this effort, but the 1941 directory lists a different manufacturer, the Martha & Lillian
Corporation, dress makers, with Martha Fleck as president, S. S. Morrison of Chicago as vice-president, and Lillian
Jokinen as secretary-treasurer, in the second-floor space.
No further manufacturing activity has been identified.
The Community Building
The 1910 Gwinn Clubhouse at the Cleveland-Cliffs company town of Gwinn in southern Marquette County may have been
the first community building in the Marquette County area. A gift to the newly established model iron mining community by
company president William G. Mather in memory of his mother, the clubhouse contained a gymnasium with stage,
meeting rooms, swimming pool, bowling alley, movie theater, and library. During the 1910s to 1930s numerous
community buildings were built throughout Michigan, often containing local governmental offices as well. Among the many
Upper Peninsula examples, large buildings constructed in the early 1920s in Ironwood and Wakefield were built as
“Memorial Buildings” dedicated to their communities’ World War I veterans and casualties.
The subject of a community building for Negaunee had first been discussed before World War I, but nothing had been
done. Late in 1919 in an article entitled “Community Building as a Memorial” the Herald editorialized that Negaunee
people needed to decide if they wanted a community center – “a roomy, comfortable place in which to hold public
meetings, have an occasional dance or other form of social assemblage; if they want a hall for convention purposes; if they
would like a gymnasium where individual exercise might be had, or basketball and other contests staged; if they want a
reading room…” (10/10/1919). What prompted the paper to bring up the matter anew was what it termed an “unexpected
opportunity” in that the Sundberg Block was for sale for a reasonable price of about $15,000 and “it would lend itself to
remodeling for community purposes” far cheaper than a new building. The building could become “a memorial to
Negaunee soldiers and sailors and dedicated in their name for community use” (Herald, 10/10/1919). The Herald
expected that the mayor would call a public meeting in the next few weeks to gauge the level of public interest (Herald,
10/10 and 10/17/1919). However, nothing further appeared in the paper about the community center project at this time.
As stated above, in 1921 the Negaunee Chamber of Commerce purchased the Sundberg Block as a site for
manufacturing operations.
The sporadically published editions of the county directory from 1937 through 1950 list the Sundberg Block as the
“Community Building.” It seems likely that this use began in 1936. Herald issues for 1936 are not available, but brief
notices of events in the building do appear in the early months of 1937. The first, published 1/24/1937, refers to the
building by its old name: “The Junior members of the W. B. A. [Women’s Benefit Association] will meet Saturday morning
at 10 o’clock for a dancing lesson. Miss Hedwig Carlson will be the instructor and the lesson will be given at the Sundberg
block.” Announcements of a Women’s Benefit Association benefit card party at the “community building” appeared in the
3/19 and 3/26/1937 papers, and the 7/23/1937 Herald contained an invitation by Peter D. Martel, an American Federation
of Labor organizer from Marquette, to the miners of the Negaunee area for a “get-together party,” with various speakers,
on the evening of July 24. Other events held at the community center noted by the paper included such events as public
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meetings in April 1938 and June 1939 that resulted in establishment of a Negaunee Citizens’ League for Better
Government and a Negaunee Civic Club (Herald, 4/22/1938, 6/16/1939), a talk by an evangelist from Winnipeg, a
Negaunee Winter Sports Club meeting, and Woman’s Benefit Association rummage sale (Herald, 7/14, 9/15, 9/22/1939).
Most of the Community Building events noticed by the newspaper seem to be smaller-scale ones. These may have taken
place in one or various of the former store spaces on the ground floor. The high school auditorium seems to have been
the location for many larger-scale Negaunee events.
National Youth Administration Use of the Community Building
The Upper Peninsula Iron Range communities were among the areas in Michigan where unemployment was the most
severe during the Great Depression of the 1930s. During the later 1930s and perhaps into the early 1940s the Community
Building was used for two federal Depression-relief activities. During March 1937 a gymnasium or recreation center was
established in a portion of the building under the direction of Paul J. Miller, described as “a former bantamweight and
featherweight boxing champion.” The recreation center, reported to be the brainchild of Negaunee mayor Bert Agnoli, was
financed and supported by the WPA. The gym was equipped with a boxing and wrestling ring, stationary bicycle, punching
bag, boxing games, rowing machine, and wall pulley exercises. As of late April 1937 it was open Monday to Saturday from
1 to 9 o’clock – with Wednesday 1-4 set aside for women (Herald, 4/23/1937). This use may have continued for the next
few years or longer, but no further information has been found.
The biennial directories for the 1937-45 period list “NYA (machine shop)” as an occupant of the Community Building. The
National Youth Administration was one component of President Franklin Roosevelt’s federal relief program during the
Great Depression of the 1930s. Resulting directly from Eleanor Roosevelt’s efforts, it existed from 1935 to 1943.
Established to address the problem of unemployment among the nation’s youth, it provided two programs for youth: grants
to high school and college students in exchange for work to allow them to stay in school and, for unemployed youth not in
school, “economic relief with on-the-job training in federally funded projects designed to provide youth with marketable
skills” (Teaching Eleanor Roosevelt Glossary, “National Youth Administration”). Students typically were provided with jobs
in school laboratories, libraries, and playgrounds, while out of school, unemployed youth received on-the-job training in
fields such as the construction trades, metal and woodworking, office work, recreation, and health care (U. S. History
Encyclopedia: National Youth Administration). Articles in the Herald reported on the NYA program and work activities in
Marquette County. NYA youth from the program for the out-of-school and unemployed built winter sports-related facilities
in the county such as ice skating rinks, ski jumps, and toboggan runs in Marquette, Negaunee, and Ishpeming, including,
for Negaunee, two skating rinks and a ski jump as well as two cabins for changing clothes. They also built picnic tables
and benches for Negaunee’s Jackson Park (Herald, 2/24, 6/23, 8/4, 9/22, 11/24/1939). In reporting on the work Marquette
County NYA youth in the out-of-school program were doing in adding rustic signs and markers to winter sports areas they
helped built or maintain, a 2/9/1940 article noted that “These signs are being made at the NYA workshop in Negaunee.”
The Community Building’s shop was presumably this workshop for the program for youth who were out of school and
unemployed; however, nothing more specific has been found.
By mid-1941 the NYA emphasis in the out-of-school program, according to a May 9 article in the Iron Herald, was “being
placed on production experience to help youth obtain jobs in industries essential to national defense.” The number of
youth enrolled in the program in the county, 289 as of June 1941, was on the rise, and in July the county program made
arrangements to take over the recently closed Jackson School to use for “NYA projects” (Herald, 6/27, 7/18/1941). It is
not clear whether this meant use of the Community Building for NYA shop work then ceased, or the growing program
meant more space was needed. The frequent articles about the NYA in Marquette County read like press releases
repeated verbatim; these make few references to where work took place. In any event, the National Youth Administration
program itself was discontinued in 1943.
Subsequent History
Into the 1950s the Sundberg Block continued to serve as the Community Building. By 1959 and until the early 1970s it
held the Negaunee Youth Center. By 1974 the building was listed in the directory as vacant. By 1980 and into the 1990s,
at least, the building housed La Freniere’s Furniture’s warehouse. Use of the building ceased in recent years as the
condition deteriorated. During the winter of 2009-10 heavy snowfall resulted in collapse of a substantial portion of the roof
at the southwest end, bringing down the second floor in the center part of the building as well.
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Architecture
Negaunee’s business district has suffered long-term from disinvestment with the decline of the iron mining industry in the
area and also from fires and piecemeal demolitions that have left gaps in the streetscapes. But – the city’s main business
street, Iron Street, retains numerous commercial buildings of architectural distinction dating from the 1880s to the 1920s.
It and portions of adjoining streets from the Sundberg Block on the west to the former Cleveland-Cliffs Land Office at
Pioneer Street on the east together retain a concentration of buildings that merit nomination to the register as a historic
district. Among the many Late Victorian commercial buildings that survive in this area, the Sundberg Block stands out both
for its three-storefront wide size and the artful design and complex detailing of its façade. It displays a variety of materials,
brick in different hues, broad window arches and a blind arcade in the upper center, and an unusually elaborate cornice
that includes column elements. The Sundberg is the most outstanding Late Victorian building in the downtown, but there
are other fine examples – among them the 1892 three-story Kirkwood Block, designed by Demar & Lovejoy, at 330 Iron
Street and the two-story Italianate block that, faced in dark brown Marquette sandstone and retaining its iron storefront
columns, stands directly across the street from the Sundberg at 432 Iron. `
The Herald’s March 20, 1891, description of the Sundberg Block identifies the architect as J. S. Minnie of Ishpeming.
Minnie was actually John S. Mennie. Mennie was born in Canada about 1860 but was living in the new settlement of
Munising by June 1880 in time for the 1880 federal census. His father was listed as born in Scotland and mother in
Ireland. The census lists Mennie as a store clerk and boarding with “laborer” Archy Lemaire and his wife and five children.
Mennie’s life between 1880 and 1890, when he turns up in Ishpeming as architect of Sundberg’s building, is currently a
mystery. The 1887 state gazetteer and business directory (only) lists a George Mennie, carpenter, in Ishpeming; perhaps
John Mennie was related. He was never listed in the state gazetteer and business directory. The 1894 Ishpeming
directory, the first since the 1873 one, lists John S. Mennie as an architect with office and residence at 113 W. Ridge in
Ishpeming. Succeeding city directories through 1901-02 offer the same listing – except for the 1895-96 edition, in which
he is identified as the chief of the local fire department. The scattering of directories down to 1910 list him alternately as
carpenter and master carpenter.
During at least some of these years Mennie seems to have worked for the region’s leading iron mining company,
Cleveland-Cliffs, in the capacity of an architect or designer. The 1910 directory – but no other – specifically lists him as
master carpenter with Cleveland-Cliffs, and the lists of active members of the Lake Superior Mining Institute in the annual
volumes of Proceedings from 1902 to 1912 include Mennie’s name. The 1903 Proceedings of the Lake Superior Mining
Institute contains an article by Mennie on a new changing house at the Cliffs Shaft Mine in Ishpeming that Mennie had
apparently designed (a sheet of floor plan and section drawings bearing his initials accompanies the article). This building,
with a somewhat later wing off one side, was still standing in 1992 when the Cliffs Shaft Mine was listed in the national
register and was being used by Cleveland-Cliffs to house their archives.
Subsequent city directories through the 1925-26 edition continue to list John Mennie as a carpenter. Later directories
through 1941 list his name, without any occupation given. In the next, 1945, directory the Mennie name is absent.
The Sundberg Block is the work of a talented designer. How Charles Sundberg came to select Mennie to design his
building, and what other architectural work Mennie did is currently unknown.
The contractor, E. E. Grip & Co., was also from Ishpeming. The business was founded by John Wahlman. Born in
Sweden in 1837, Wahlman came to the U. S. in 1865 and settled in Chicago. He moved to Ishpeming in 1872, and “since
then, has been engaged in building here, and has been the leading contractor, and has erected a large number of the best
buildings…” (Western Historical Co., 451). In the 1875 to 1879 editions of the state gazetteer and business directory, the
firm of Wahlman & Fredlund, “carpenters” and, in the 1877-79 editions, “carpenters and builders,” is listed (the 1875
edition lists them as Wallman & Friedlund), with partner John F. Fredlund.
The 1881 and 1883 editions list Wahlman on his own, as a carpenter, but then the 1885 and 1887 editions list the firm of
Wahlman & Grip. The 1880 census lists John F. Gripp as a boarder in Wahlman’s household. Gripp (he soon dropped
the second p), also born in Sweden, was then twenty-eight years old. He soon married the Wahlmans’ daughter, Esther E.
Wahlman; their first child, John E. Grip, was born in 1882 (he also became a carpenter). By 1890, when the Sundberg
Block was built, Wahlman had apparently retired, and the firm become known as E. E. Grip & Co., almost certainly
reflecting Mrs. Grip’s initials. John F. Grip ran the business until two years before his death in 1901. His obituary explains
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that he had been an Ishpeming resident twenty-five years, and had been in the building and contracting business until he
withdrew for health reasons. The Ishpeming newspaper, Iron Ore, opined that “Some of the finest buildings in the upper
peninsula stand as monuments to his skill” (1/12/1901). The firm’s buildings include four western Upper Peninsula county
courthouses, for Houghton County, built 1886-87, and Gogebic County, 1887-88, by Wahlman & Grip, and Dickinson
County, 1895-96, and Ontonagon County, 1897 (rebuilding of an 1886 building that burned in 1896), by E. E. Grip & Co.
(Historic Sites Unit, 40, 41, 45).
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Developmental history/additional historic context information (if appropriate)
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Historic Sites Unit (SHPO), Michigan History Division, Michigan Dept. of State. “A Catalog of Michigan’s 96 County
Courthouses.” Pp. 37-48 in Michigan History July-August 1982.
Israel, Wm. H., assisted by F. R. Louckes. Souvenir of Negaunee, Michigan. Negaunee, MI, 1912.
Mead, Rebecca J. Swedish Migration and Settlement in Marquette County. Marquette: Department of History, Northern
Michigan University, 2008. http://voices.nmu.edu/content.asp?PageName=Swedes.
Negaunee Centennial Committee. Negaunee Centennial 1865-1965. Negaunee, MI, 1965. “Bethany Lutheran” article,
unn. pages.
Polk, R. L., & Co. Marquette City and County Directory (microfilm). Detroit, MI, 1894, 1895-96, 1897. Library of
Michigan).
Polk, R. L., & Co. Marquette City and County Directory. Detroit, MI: 1901-02, 1905-06, 1910, 1916-17, 1925-26, 1937,
1941, 1950, 1959, 1963, 1968, 1969, 1974, 1980, 1991.
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Polk, R. L., & Co. Michigan State Gazetteer and Business Directory. Detroit, MI, 1873-1901 editions.
Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps (microfilm). May 1884, June 1888, Nov. 1892, March 1902, Sept. 1911, June 1928. Library
of Michigan.
Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps. 1917. Copy from Negaunee Historical Museum.
Teaching Eleanor Roosevelt Glossary: National Youth Administration.
http://www.gwu.edu/~erpapers/teachinger/glossary/nya.cfm. Citing Eleanor Roosevelt, This I Remember; Beasley,
Schulman, and Beasley, The Eleanor Roosevelt Encyclopedia; Black, Casting Her Own Shadow; and Graham and
Wander, Franklin D. Roosevelt: His Life and Times.
U. S. Census, State of Michigan; 1880 Schoolcraft County, Munising Village; 1880 and 1900 Marquette County, Ishpeming
(microfilm).
U. S. History Encyclopedia: National Youth Administration. http://www.answers.com/topic/national-youth-administration.
Citing Lindley and Lindley, A New Deal for Youth; Halstead, Work – Study – Live: The Resident Youth Center and the
NYA; meriam, Relief and Social Security; Reiman, The New Deal and American Youth; Tyack, Public Schools in Hard
Times; and Weisberger, Dollars and Dreams: The National Youth Administration in Texas.
Western Historical Company. History of the Upper Peninsula of Michigan. Chicago, IL, 1883.
Western Upper Peninsula Planning and Development Region. Western U. P. Reconnaissance Survey. 1978. Data at MI
SHPO.
Westman, Erik G., ed. The Swedish Element in America. A Comprehensive History of Swedish-American Achievements
from 1638 to the Present Day. Vol. 3 of 3. Chicago: Swedish-American Biographical Society, 1931.
Whitaker, Joe Russell. Negaunee, Michigan: An Urban Center Dominated by Iron Mining. Doctoral Dissertation, Dept. of
Geography, University of Chicago, 1930.
Writers’ Program of the Work Projects Administration in the State of Pennsylvania, comp. Pennsylvania: A Guide to the
nd
Keystone State. 2 pr. NY: Oxford University Press, 1946 [1940].

Iron Herald, Negaunee, MI
•

Microfilm, Negaunee Historical Museum (March 1890-Oct. 1891 only available here). Copies of articles courtesy of
Robert D. Dobson, Negaunee area historian.
3/6/1890: “Will Build,” Sundberg planning brick block.
4/3/1890: Sundberg purchasing Jackson House property for new building.
7/11/1890: “Closed,” Jackson House hotel closed; to be demolished soon.
3/20/1891: “The Sundberg Block,” description of new building.
• Microfilm, Library of Michigan, Lansing
5/23/1889: “More Room Wanted,” new residents unable to find homes.
10/30/1891: Adv. for Katz Bros. store in Sundberg Blk.
11/6/1891: Adv. for A. T. Carmichael & Co. store in Sundberg Blk.
3/25/1892: J. H. Ostrander, optician, will do eye exams at Sundberg jewelry next week.
4/22/1892: 200 new houses to be built this year but still a housing shortage.
4/29/1892: “The Kirkwood Block,” announcing plans for P. B. Kirkwood’s new building.
7/1/1892: “The Contract Let,” P. B. Kirkwood’s new building, Demar & Lovejoy, architects.
12/22/1899: Adv. for Sundberg’s jewelry, John F. Allison, mgr.
4/6/1900: Gust Sundberg has accepted position with John Allison in Allison’s gents’ furnishings store to open next week.
3/14/1902: John Allison moved Laidley Brokerage offices from upstairs to rooms in rear of his store, Sundberg Blk.
3/14/1902: “The Kinodrome Show,” McDonald’s Opera House.
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7/18/1902: Rev. Wm. Kearney has moved family out of Sundberg Blk.
1/15/1904: Negaunee Co-Operative Store sale in one of Sundberg Blk. stores near post office.
8/4/1905: Allison adds bowling alley to his pool/billiard hall in Sundberg Blk.
12/15/1905: Sundberg’s Jewelry Store going out of business by 2/1/1906.
12/29/1905: Sundberg jewelry stock bought by John F. Allison and will be moved to adjoining store.
1/12/1906: “Allison’s New Quarters” for jewelry stock in partitioned-off part of billiard/pool hall.
Otto L. Peterson, clothing & gentlemen’s furnishings, new tenant for east store.
3/1/1907: “Moving Pictures,” movies at McDonald’s Opera House.
nd
3/8/1907: Packed house for 2 Herald Square Picture Co. show.
5/3/1907: F. Braastad & Co. holding men’s clothing sale Sundberg Blk. next to post office.
5/24/1907: J. F. Allison will open movie theater in present billiard/pool hall space.
5/31/1907: “Will Open Wednesday.” Electric Theatre to open 6/5.
6/7/1907: “The Electric Theatre,” most satisfactory business during opening week.
6/21/1907: “Bankrupt Sale Ends,” Braastad’s sale from Otto L. Peterson store.
7/12/1907: Wonderland Electric Theater to open July 13 in McDonald’s Opera House.
nd
7/19/1907: Electric Theatre to change programs every 2 day (from twice a week).
7/26/1907: “Electric Theatre Closed.”
nd
st
8/2/1907: “Billiards and Pool,” Allison’s billiard/pool tables back from 2 floor to 1 floor former Electric Theatre space.
8/16/1907: Ice cream social by Swedish Lutheran church ladies at Sundberg Blk.
9/6/1907: “Mrs. Sundberg Dead.” Obituary.
9/27/1907: “Bijou Theater,” to be opened in Sundberg Blk.
10/18/1907: “Bijou Theater Is Open.”
11/8/1907: “Pictures and Songs.” Vaudeville part of Bijou offerings discontinued.
11/15/1907: Adv. for Hall for Rent in Sundberg Blk. by John F. Allison.
5/22/1908: J. F. Allison has purchased Ed. Faull’s insurance business.
9/7/1908: J. F. Allison to enlarge his jewelry room and add to stock, including hand-painted chinaware.
11/27/1908: Adv. for Allison for “Watches, Clocks, Jewelry and Everything in Silver and Cut Glass.”
12/4/1908: “Allison to Sell Out,” planning to sell everything and move family southward to less trying climate.
12/4/1908: Adv. for Allison’s property.
12/11/1908: “Bought by Boulson,” Sundberg’s building across street from 517-23 Iron sold.
4/9/1909: Mrs. Godin has sold Bijou Theater to A. C. Crinnlan.
6/11/1909: “The new Bijou,” Dahl & Clifford are new proprietors.
8/13/1909: “Bijou Reopens,” with D. E. Rice as proprietor.
8/13/1909: “To Leave City Soon,” Allison family moving soon to Detroit or Chicago.
8/27/1909: “Eastern Star Farewell” for Allisons, who departed 8/26 for Detroit.
10/10/1919: “Community Building as a Memorial,” possible use of Sundberg Block as community center.
10/17/1919: “Memorial Building Project,” public meeting on subject may be called soon.
2/27/1920: “Chamber of Commerce,” Chamber established.
4/30/1920: “Negaunee on Her Way,” meeting about Chamber and program to entice new manufacturers.
9/23/1921: “Will Replenish Fund,” Chamber of Commerce fundraising to pay debt on Sundberg Block.
10/28/1921: “Sundberg Block Plans,” Chamber of Commerce.
11/18/1921: “Concerns Entire City,” Chamber plans for manufacturer use of Sundberg Block.
10/1/1926: “Factory in Sundberg Block,” Eisendrath Glove Co. to establish glove/mitten factory.
10/8/1926: “Mines Halt Factory Deal,” mining company opposition to city purchasing building.
10/15/1926: “Make Ready for Factory,” alterations to Sundberg Block for factory.
10/22/1926: “Enjoined from Factory Aid,” mining companies obtain temporary injunction against use of city funds.
10/29/1926: “Business Men Reorganize,” Chamber incorporates and carries on Sundberg Block renovations.
11/5/1926: “Injunction Was Dissolved,” companies’ plans to assist project doubtful.
11/12/1926: “Nearing Factory Start,” delay in opening because boiler not delivered.
11/19/1926: “Clicking Out Gloves Soon,” Eisendrath products and process.
12/3/1926: “We’re Turning Out ‘Negaunee Gloves,’ ” glove factory operations under way.
12/10/1926: “50-50 on Factory Project,” mining companies will likely donate 50% of $25,000 renovation costs.
7/25/1930: “Lease of the Liberty Theater,” Rytkonen has dropped lease; had used for special attractions only.
1/23/1931: “Speed Up Glove Factory,” Negaunee Mfg. Co. adopting assembly line process.
10/16/1931: Diana Theater to open in former Liberty Theater.
1/24/1937: Junior members of WBA will meet for dancing lessons at Sundberg Block.
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2/19/1937: Young Women’s Foreign Missionary Society rummage sale in community building.
3/19/1937: Women’s Benefit Assoc. benefit card party at community building.
2/26/1937: Another announcement for same.
4/23/1937: “Community Gymnasium in Charge of Paul J. Miller,” new WPA-funded recreation program.
7/23/1937: “Party at Community Building,” AFL labor organizer invites miners for get-together party with speakers.
9/10/1937: “Municipal Gymnasium Open,” fall and winter schedule for WPA recreation program.
4/22/1938: “New League Organized by Negaunee Citizens,” established Citizens League at community building.
9/30/1938: “Students Receive NYA Aid,” 62 students applied for NYA aid for ’38-‘39 school year.
2/24/1939: “Michigan Winter Sport Program Aided by NYA,” about NYA winter sports construction work.
st
6/16/1939: “Negaunee Civic Club,” 1 meeting held at community building.
6/23/1939: “Assistance Given Students,” NYA school-aid program in Marquette County.
7/14/1939: Evangelist Robert M. Argue will give talk at community building.
8/4/1939: “Improvements Made at Jackson Park,” picnic tables and benches made by NYA youth.
9/15/1939: Negaunee Winter Sports Club will hold meeting at community building.
9/22/1939: “County NYA Allotment,” school-aid program assistance for 1939-40 school year.
9/22/1939: Woman’s Benefit Association rummage sale in community building.
11/24/1939: “County Youth in NYA,” about work projects program for out-of-school unemployed.
12/1/1939: “Death of Charles Sundberg” (originally appeared 12/1/1899) in “Negaunee Forty Years Ago” column.
2/9/1940: “NYA Aids Winter Sports,” signs and markers made at Negaunee workshop.
3/1/1940: “New Dress Factory Opens in Negaunee,” Blackstone Knitting Mills second floor community building.
5/3/1940: “Youth of County Aided,” 229 county youth in school work programs.
5/24/1940: Northern Dress Mfg. Co. held first social meeting at community building.
8/30/1940: “New Contract Soon for Dress Factory,” negotiating new contract after first six months.
8/30/1940: Negaunee Rod & Gun Club meeting in community building.
10/25/1940: WPA recreational dept. held piano recital at community building.
11/8/1940: Ski Club meeting at community building.
11/15/1940: “Factory Establishment Negotiations Pending,” with Boris Smoler & Sons.
12/6/1940: “Dress Factory to Open under David M. Abelew,” Upper Peninsula Dress Mfg. Co.
12/27/1940: “D. M. Abelew Plans for Dress Factory,” city has rescinded agreement with Abelew.
1/10/1941: Negaunee Lions Club meeting at community building.
4/25/1941: Rummage sale at community building, Women’s Society of Christian Service of Mitchell Meth. Church.
5/9/1941: “Marquette County Youth Employed on NYA Projects,” 221 out-of-school youth from Marquette County.
6/13/1941: Women’s Benefit Assoc. meeting at community building.
6/27/1941: “NYA Youth in County,” now 289 out-of-school youth in Marquette County program.
7/18/1941: Jackson School (closed last June) to be taken over for NYA projects.
9/12/1941: Woman’s Choral Club rehearsal at community building.
10/10/1941: Lions Club dinner meeting at community building.
Iron Ore, Ishpeming
1/12/1901: “J. F. Grip Dead.”

Previous documentation on file (NPS):
preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67 has been
requested)
previously listed in the National Register
previously determined eligible by the National Register
designated a National Historic Landmark
recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey #____________
recorded by Historic American Engineering Record # __________
recorded by Historic American Landscape Survey # ___________

Primary location of additional data:
State Historic Preservation Office
Other State agency
Federal agency
Local government
University
Other
Name of repository:
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Historic Resources Survey Number (if assigned): _____________________________________________________________________
10. Geographical Data
Acreage of Property
Less than one
(Do not include previously listed resource acreage.)

UTM References
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet.)

1

3
Zone

Easting

Northing

Zone

Easting

Northing

2

Zone

Easting

Northing

Zone

Easting

Northing

4

Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property.)

Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected.)
11. Form Prepared By
name/title
organization

Robert O. Christensen, National Register Coordinator
MI SHPO

street & number

702 W. Kalamazoo St.

city or town

Lansing

e-mail

christensenr@michigan.gov

date

Nov. 2010

telephone
state

517/335-2719

MI

zip code 48909-8240

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:
•

Maps: A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.
A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. Key all
photographs to this map.

•

Continuation Sheets

•

Additional items: (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items.)
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Photographs:
Submit clear and descriptive photographs. The size of each image must be 1600x1200 pixels at 300 ppi (pixels per inch)
or larger. Key all photographs to the sketch map.
Name of Property:
City or Vicinity:
County:

State:

Photographer:
Date Photographed:
Description of Photograph(s) and number:
1 of ___.

Property Owner:
(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)

name
street & number

telephone

city or town

state

zip code

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a
benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C.460 et seq.).
Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18 hours per response including time for reviewing
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of
this form to the Office of Planning and Performance Management. U.S. Dept. of the Interior, 1849 C. Street, NW, Washington, DC.
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